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                                                                                    Photo by Wesley Water Chief
Pedestrian warning lights, along with signs indicating a reduced 

speed limit of 80 kmh through residential areas, were requested by 
Siksika residents and have been installed along the 901 highway.
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Visit www.siksikanation.com for the latest council news, updates and Internet broadcasts of CFXX 104.7 fm “The Nation Station”
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‘You could have loved him, too,’ says mother of Siksika 
man shot on rural road as killer gets 4-year sentence  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Photo by Wesley Water Chief 

     The beauty and magnificence of Siksika teepees were on display at the Siksika Day of Hope. More than 300 vehicles drove by to see the display. 

By Meghan Grant - CBC Court Reporter
Article courtesy of CBC News

Kody Giffen pleaded guilty to manslaughter 
in Kristian Ayoungman’s death, while brother 
Brandon to face trial

“Kitsikakomim.” That means “I love you” in 
Blackfoot and it was Melody Ayoungman’s final 
message to her son Kristian Ayoungman as she 
delivered a powerful victim impact statement in a 
Calgary courtroom on Tuesday.

Kristian, a popular 24-year-old hockey player 
and champion pow wow dancer from the Siksika 
First Nation in southern Alberta, was killed on 
March 17, 2019.

Kody Giffen pleaded guilty to manslaughter 
last August and on Tuesday he was sentenced to 
four years in prison after Court of Queen’s Bench 
Justice Suzanne Bensler accepted the joint posi-
tion from prosecutor Ron Simenik and defence 
lawyer Shelley Moore.

“Kody, you are the reason my son is not here 
today,” said Melody. “He is gone — my boy, my 
baby, my first born, precious child.”

Kody’s older brother, Brandon Giffen, goes on 
trial on a charge of first-degree murder later this 
year.

The night he was fatally shot, Kristian and 
his friends were fleeing the Giffen brothers who’d 
been chasing them down a rural highway between 
Strathmore and Siksika.

At a Strathmore pub earlier in the evening, 
Ayoungmen sold a package of cigarettes to Kody 
Giffen, who became enraged because a couple 
were missing from the pack.

Simenik described the incident as going “fur-
ther than anyone could have imagined.”

The night of the killing, after the two groups 
fought in the pub parking lot over the package of 
cigarettes, Kody fetched his older brother who was 
at a nearby apartment.

The details of Kody’s involvement in the kill-

ing come from an agreed statement of facts (ASF) 
but those admissions are not considered evidence 
against Brandon and none of the allegations in the 
ASF are proven against the elder Giffen.

Previous stories have described the killing 
as an act of racism against the victim. However, 
the Giffen brothers are Indigenous themselves. A 
Gladue report — which examines an Indigenous 
offender’s background — was prepared ahead of 
Kody’s sentencing hearing.

A single shot

Brandon grabbed a hunting rifle and joined 
his brother as the two chased Ayoungman and his 
friends, who were in a Dodge truck. 

Kody was driving with Brandon in the passen-
ger seat and friends were in the back.

According to the facts against Kody, Brandon 
told his younger brother to follow the victim.

Breanna Crawler was driving with Ayoungman 
in the back seat. She was driving south on High-
way 817, headed home when the Giffen brothers 
pulled over.

Brandon got out, according to the agreed 
statement of facts, raised his rifle and fired a single 
shot.

The bullet tore through the tailgate of the 
Dodge, into the cabin, and struck Ayoungman.
‘I’m so sorry’

After the shooting, Kody dropped his friends 
and brother off and began driving home to Calgary 
with his girlfriend.

RCMP stopped him en route and he immedi-
ately admitted his involvement.

When given the chance to address the court, 
Kody expressed remorse.

“I am very sorry for all of my actions and I’m 
beyond sorry for any pain,” said Kody. “I’m so sor-
ry, I’m sorry.”

Bensler said she accepted that Kody was truly 
remorseful but acknowledged that “no punishment 
can ever repay the loss of a life.”

Melody Ayoungman understands the judge’s 
sentiment — she will live with her grief for the rest 
of her life and says being raised the Blackfoot 
way to treat others the way you want to be treated 
makes her son’s senseless killing especially pain-
ful. 

“How could you not like my boy,” she asked 
Kody.

“If you had let yourself get to know him … you 
could have loved him too, like everyone else.”

                                                              (Ayoungman family)

     Popular 24-year-old Kristian Ayoungman.

                                Photo courtesy of CBC’s Meghan Grant

     Melody Ayoungman speaks at trial. 
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                                                                                            Submitted by Lynn Calf Robe 
Siksika Chief Ouray Crowfoot receives Covid vaccine at Sportsplex. 

                                                                                               Submitted by Lynn Calf Robe 
Siksika Chief & Council participated in media training with Stu Adams on 

Mar. 23-24 and took a tour of the shelter here at Siksika Nation.    

                                                                                                Submitted by Lynn Calf Robe 

     Siksika Nation Chief and Council are continuing work with the 
Town of Strathmore to build community relations and fight racism.
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Submitted by Jennifer Kohlhammer
Siksika Health Communications 
& Special Projects

March 20th, 2021 was dedicated as a “Day of Hope”, in alignment 
with the Spring Equinox. In the Blackfoot culture, this is a day of renewal 
and Hope, where the sun begins to overcome the darkness. This day is 
a movement to empower those struggling with mental health issues and 
recognize the importance of Hope when struggling with mental health 
issues.

To recognize this day, Siksika Mental Health and Community Well-
ness hosted a “Siksika Day of Hope - Honouring Life” Drive-Thru of 
Lights and Hope Ride at the Siksika Piiksapi Memorial Arbor from 6:00 
PM - 9:00 PM. Attendees were asked to travel with their household mem-
bers only, and to please remain in their vehicles to ensure that COVID-
precautions were followed. T-shirts, goodies, and information packages 
were given to the first 150 vehicles, and a grand prize draw for a full tipi 
set was awarded to one lucky attendee! Many thanks to everyone for 
coming out to the event; more than 300 vehicles participated in the two-
day event.

Honouring Life with Day of Hope

                                                                                           Submitted by David Panther Bone 

  An aireal photo of the Day of Hope lit teepees before the sunset.
                                                                                           Submitted by Telly Hunt

     Siksika Health Services’ teepee shines bright in the night.

Trained community paramedics
Submitted by Kelsey Solway
Siksika Health Communications 

       Aisokinaipiyokiiks - Siksika Nation Community Based Paramedics 

The Aisokinaipiyokiiks deliver a broad range of diagnostic and treatment 
services for the Siksika community. The Community Paramedics are specially 
trained to provide short-term treatment for low-acuity illnesses, under the medi-
cal direction of Dr. Thomas Fung, physician at Siksika Health Services and 
Charlene Brough, Nurse Practitioner. 

For Siksika Nation, this includes services ranging from wound care to in-
travenous infusions, medication reviews and in-home detox supports for the 
treatment of alcohol and opioid addictions.

Q & A with John Taplin, Advanced Paramedic working as a Community 
Paramedic at Siksika Health Services.

(Q)  What is the difference between the paramedics that work on ambu-
lances and the community paramedics? 

(A) When community members have emergencies and acute healthcare 
needs like heart attacks, car accidents, overdoses and strokes, they need to 
call the ambulance. For when they have less emergent things and chronic con-
ditions, that’s when the community paramedics can come out and help.

All community paramedics are advanced paramedics so we all have ex-
perience working on the ambulance, but what we have in addition to that is we 
have training in primary and chronic care management.

(Q) What is the role of the community paramedics?
(A) Community paramedics support the health and wellness of Siksika Na-

tion members. We connect clients to health and social services and make sure 
their care needs are being met. 

(Q) What types of clients do you see in the community? What health needs 
do they have that paramedics are able to assess and treat in home?

(A) We help clients with all types of acute and chronic illness in Siksika 
Nation— wherever they are on their healthcare journey where we can support 
them. Patients may have transportation issues and other barriers to accessing 
healthcare that we are able to help them with. 

(Q) What other teams and services do you work with?
(A) We work with all services within Siksika Health Services and with some 

social services on Nation. Lately we have been working with the CDC team, 
the Opioid Response Team, Addictions and Mental Health, the Clinic team, and 
some services like Siksika Housing and Siksika Family Services. We are also 
looking to create partnerships with services that are off-nation as well.

(Q) How do you think that the Community Paramedic Program (Aisokinaip-
iyokiiks) can help support community members?

(A) We create connections and build relationships with clients by reducing 
barriers to access and utilize care. We make sure community members feel 
like they are being heard and their wishes are being met by the community 
paramedics. 

(Q) Why do you work with Siksika Health Services as a community para-
medic?

(A) It’s very rewarding connecting with clients and building those relation-
ships. It’s incredibly empowering to see patients go through their care journey 
and make sure their spiritual, emotional and physical wellness are being met. 
We make sure we make connections to whatever resources are available and 
in place. It’s rewarding to see that patients progress and improve their health 
and wellness.

(Q) How is providing care in the Siksika Nation different from other places 
you have worked?

(A) I find that Siksika Health Services has a big emphasis on a team ap-
proach— reducing the silos that exist between different health services, and 
making sure we are able to open doors to other services. I have always felt 
very welcome working here. And I continue to come back for those reasons. It’s 
a great team atmosphere and it just affects patients in a positive way. 

One thing that is often lacking in health services is respect for the patient, 
and the respect for culturally-safe care. Aisokinaipiyokiiks are very adamant 
and very respectful of coming into the community with cultural humility. We 
seek the advice of elders and community members to make sure that we are 
respectful of their wishes for their care journey.

                                                                                        Submitted by Kelsey Solway

     Four of the nine Community based paramedics include Ty Eggenberger, 
John Taplin, Josie Dahl, and Darryl Jensen. They deliver a broad range of 

diagnostic and treatment services for the Siksika community.
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The family of Chris Strangling Wolf (Jr)  his wife Colleen 
Strangling Wolf, his daughters & his sons and all his grand-
children  would like to thank all the people for their dona-
tions in Chris Strangling Wolf ’s Honor. 

Your thoughtfulness and generosity are much appreciated by 
the entire family. Thank you for caring so much about Chris 
Strangling Wolf and our family in our time of need and going 
through such a tremendous loss in our family.

Christopher Strangling Wolf Jr. 
Ni’tsitapapoii “Standing Alone”

Feb. 4,
1959 

Jan. 21,
2021 

 Siksikawa who need food supports can call to request a food hamper: 
call 403-734-5706. Once you have called and been approved for a ham-
per, the Food Centre team will book you a specific time to pick up your 
hamper at the Siksika Support Centre. Please note that Food Centre in-
take will take place on Monday – Wednesday each week, with hamper 
pickups booked on Thursdays and Fridays.

Fortis Work Notice 

Please be advised of work FortisAlberta intends to do at 
the Bow River power line crossing North of Highway 847. 

Should you require more information please contact Tom 
Kensit at the following phone numbers. 

Siksika Nation & Town of Strathmore resume talks



Check out and Like our Facebook page, “Siksika Media” for the latest and breaking news, pictures and videos.
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Siksika Radio Survey

The Nation’s Station 104.7 FM is conducting 
a survey in order to continue to bring you 
the best in pop, rock, country, and powwow. 

Visit the Siksika Media Facebook page to 
find the form, fill it out, like our page, and 
you could win yourself a $100 Gift Card for 
groceries or goods at the Trail Market.   

Other prizes will be awarded as well includ-
ing 104.7 FM tee-shirts and coffee mugs. 

You can’t win unless you enter the survey.    

Winners will be announced on radio and 
Facebook on April 30.


