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Siksika Nation Chief and Council Update: September 2021
Siksika Nation Indian Residential School (IRS) Info. Session

(September 9, 2021 – Siksika Nation) Siksika Nation is working with the University of Alberta to carry out the search for unmarked graves at all mission, boarding 
and Indian Residential School sites located in Siksika. The scope of the work will focus on the application of remote sensing, ground penetrating radar (GPR), data 
collection and research (oral history, survivor support, archival research, etc.)

A virtual Info session has been organized to inform Siksika Nation members of the work being done and the process of the search itself. Due to the increase of 
COVID- 19 cases in the province, an in-person info session is not possible at this time.

The info session will include a comprehensive presentation from Dr. Kisha Supernant, Director of the Institute of Prairie Technology with the University of Alberta. 
Information on how to access Indian Residential School resources and supports will also be made available by Siksika Health Services.

INFO. SESSION
Date: September 15, 2021
Time: 5:00 pm
Location: Virtual Info Session (Zoom)

HOW TO VIEW: The virtual info session will take place using Zoom that will allow attendees to join without needing to register or create a Zoom account in ad-
vance. Attendees will be required to enter their name and email address upon joining. More information will be provided on the info session including how to view 
on your mobile device or computer. Please note that this info session is for Siksika Nation members only.

Request for Proposals Siksika Nation Branding & Marketing Plan and Implementation

Invitation to Proponents Siksika Chief and Council are pleased to extend this invitation for Requests for Proposals (RFPs) to larger and more experienced mar-
keting firms to submit proposals for a, ‘Siksika Branding & Marketing Plan and Implementation’.
Issued: September 10, 2021
Submission Deadline: November 10, 2021 (60 days)

SIKSIKA NATION TRESPASS BY-LAW NO. 2021-01

(September 13, 2021 – Siksika Nation) On September 9, 2021, Siksika Nation Chief and Council conducted a fourth and final reading of the Siksika Nation Tres-
pass By- law No. 2021-01.

BEING A BY-LAW OF THE SIKSIKA NATION WITH A PURPOSE OF ESTABLISHING RULES FOR THE REMOVAL AND PUNISHMENT OF PERSONS TRES-
PASSING ON THE SIKSIKA NATION RESERVE #146 OR FREQUENTING THE RESERVE FOR PROHIBITED PURPOSES.

The Trespass By-law has undergone the requisite three separate readings, plus an additional reading. The by-law has also been reviewed by the Nation’s legal 
counsel, Fox and Fraser LLP and is authorized to be posted for public comment.

The period for public comment will end on: September 22, 2021.

Any comment or concerns about the by-law can be directed to: Councillor Samuel Crowfoot J.D.
Siksika Nation Chief and Council
Address: P.O. Box 1100, Siksika Nation, AB, T0J 3W0
Email: samuelc@siksikanation.com Website: https://siksikanation.com

Info. Session on Geographical survey of Indian Residential Schools (IRS) in Siksika

(September 15 – Siksika Nation) Siksika Nation Chief and Council organized an info session on the geographical survey of Indian Residential School (IRS) sites 
in Siksika on September 15th, 2021. Due to the increase of COVID-19 cases in the province, a virtual Info session was chosen as the safest way to provide an 
update to Siksika Nation members.

The info session began with an opening prayer, remarks from Chief Ouray Crowfoot, Councillor Kent Ayoungman and Siksika Nation Indian Residential School 
Services Coordinator Leanne Sleigh. A presentation from the University of Alberta was provided by Dr. Kisha Supernant, Director of the Institute of Prairie Tech-
nology that gave a thorough overview of the technical work involved. Information on how to access resources and supports was also provided by Siksika Health 
Services, Community Wellness and Mental Health. The info session wrapped up with a question/answer period.

For more information you can email Siksika Nation Chief and Council directly at sncc@siksikanation.com

Commemoration to honour Nato’sa’pi in Siksika

(September 21, 2021 – Siksika Nation) Siksika Nation Chief and Council is hosting the Nato’sa’pi Commemoration ceremony on September 22nd, 2021 at 
10:30am in Siksika to honour Nato’sa’pi (1819-1897) and bring awareness of the final resting place of respected Chief of the Blackfoot, famously known as Chief 
Old Sun.

Nato’sa’pi was well-known as a Head Chief of the Siksika people and a signatory for Treaty Number 7, representing the North Blackfoot in 1877. His name and 
legacy still live on in the community including in the names of two schools in Siksika; Old Sun Community College and Chief Old Sun Elementary School.

The Commemoration ceremony will take place at the final resting spot of Chief Old Sun, located near the Canon Stockton Cemetery in North Camp, Siksika. The 
ceremony is open to the public and will commence with an opening prayer and remarks from Siksika Nation Chief and Council, Old Sun Community College and 
Siksika Board of Education followed by the unveiling of a commemorative plaque to honour Nato’sa’pi.
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Community Relations Task Force Update

Chairperson: Carlin Black Rabbit

•   The Community Relations task force continues to strive to connect our community through building relationships with external organizations such as non-
profits, all forms of governments, and public institutions. In a continued effort to support Nation families, the task force has an ongoing partnership with Kids 
Up Front; to date 15 families have been given event tickets to Calgary Stampeders home games, and the Calgary Comic Expo. There will be more tickets 
available, keep a look out on our social media pages with updates.
•   Task force members, Jenny Goodin and Samuel Crowfoot have been assigned to develop the criteria for the 2021 Chief and Council scholarship, for Nation 
students graduating in high school and enrolled in credited post-secondary institutions. Last year, 10 Nation members were given scholarships and our team 
has allocated more funding for scholarships for more opportunities that our students to access.
•   The task force developed and reviewed a request for proposal (RFP) for a Nation marketing and branding plan lead by Councillor Wade Healy. The RFP 
was approved by Chief and Council; and will be posted for 60 days. The RFP can be found online at https://siksikanation.com/rfp-siksika-nation-branding-
marketing/ and will be posted on all social media, and Aitsiniki.
•   Task force members, Carlin Black Rabbit and Samuel Crowfoot, along with Chief Ouray Crowfoot and Councillor Tracy Mchugh took part in Siksika HOPE’s 
tipi raising contest September 13th at the arbor. It was fun participating in the event hosted by Siksika Health and Wellness, we look forward to more commu-
nity events throughout the year.
•   Councillors Susan Solway, Jenny Goodin, and Communications Consultant have been assigned to engage with Siksika Health Services for the September 
30th Orange Shirt Day community event; Chief & Council proclaimed this day as “Siksika Truth and Healing Day.”
•   The Community Relations Task Force would like to thank Mayor Pat Fule and Strathmore Council for the tremendous work over the past couple years. Both 
governments worked together to build positive relations between the two communities.

Public Safety Task Force Updates

Chairperson: Carlin Black Rabbit

•   The task force is currently in the process of establishing the satellite police station on the east end of Siksika Nation. The land application has been submit-
ted and approved. The RCMP, as per our CTA agreement will have four dedicated officers working out of the office. The task force is working hard to identify 
an opening, as there are many regulations that need to be followed and approved. The intention is to strengthen the police presence on the east end of the 
Nation, and to deter crime. More information to come in the next coming months. Modus Structures Inc. has been appointed as the official builder for the satel-
lite police station, the task force will be working closely with the builder and RCMP on the construction of the facility.
•   The task force retained Werkz Inc to begin a business case for the Nations policing application. The task force is pleased to continue our working relation-
ship with Donna Tana and Werkz Inc. Werkz assisted the Nation in the authorization of the Peace Officer Program, early this year. The business case will take 
9-10 months to complete, focusing on community consultation and feedback. Our goal is simple, we need to have our tribal police reinstated and patrol-
ling our Nation.
•   A request for public comment has been made for Siksika Nation Trespass By-law NO. 2021-01, the review of the proposed bylaw will be available on the 
Nations website, social media pages and through Aitsiniki.
•   On September 1, members of the task force along with Chief Crowfoot and Councillor Wade Healy accompanied ISL Engineering and Land Services Ltd to 
assess the 901-highway turn offs in high traffic volume areas. In response to a letter sent from the task force to Alberta transportation earlier this summer, the 
need for safer turn offs on the highway is vital. With the history of accidents on the highway, the task force continues to ensure safety on our Nation.
•   The Public Safety task force would like to thank Sgt. D. S (Scott) Mercer, Operations NCO, Gleichen Detachment for his commitment to the Nation. SGT 
Mercer will be moving on to work with Calgary ASIRT. Mercer has been working in Gleichen for the past six years and has done an incredible job since arriv-
ing. Scott has been one of the main contacts the Nation has had with the Gleichen RCMP and played a key role in facilitating the working relationship with 
Siksika/RCMP.
•   On behalf of the task force, we would like to thank Director of Emergency Management Stacy Doore, and the Siksika Nation Security who have been patrol-
ling our Nation 24/7. The hard work and commitment to ensure our reserve is safe doesn’t go unnoticed.
•   With the temporary closure of the Gleichen Hotel/Liquor store, concerns were brought up on assisting our Nation members who have alcohol dependency. 
Members of the task force met with Siksika Health Services staff and the RCMP to develop a plan for safety and provide awareness to the community on ad-
dressing addictions. Siksika Health’s team have done a remarkable job and continue to assist our people who need support.

Siksika Nation Councillor Samuel Crowfoot Selected to sit on Human Rights Forum.  

Siksika Nation Chief and Council would like to announce that Councillor Samuel Crowfoot B.A., J.D. has been selected to sit on the Alberta Human Rights 
Commission’s Indigenous Advisory Circle.  The mandate of the Indigenous Advisory Circle is to provide independent advice and perspectives to the Alberta 
Human Rights Commission on its strategies to address and reduce discrimination faced by Indigenous Albertans. The Circle is focused on addressing human 
rights, diversity, inclusion and equity issues faced by Indigenous Peoples in Alberta. Councillor Crowfoot will sit on the Advisory Circle for a two-year term.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Please visit the official website of Siksika Nation at https://siksikanation.com for more information on all Siksika Nation news 
including Siksika Nation Chief and Council, Administration, Entities and Business-related matters. You can also follow Siksika Nation Administration on Face-
book, Twitter and LinkedIn for regular updates including community programs and services, upcoming events and employment opportunities.

Siksika Nation Chief and Council
Address: P.O. Box 1100 Siksika, AB T0J 3W0        Phone: (403) 734 5109         Toll free: 1-800-551-5724
Email: sncc@siksikanation.com                   Website: https://siksikanation.com

                                       Submitted by Lynn Calf Robe or C&C
 Council hosts IRS info. session online.

                                       Submitted by Lynn Calf Robe or C&C
 RCMP Sgt. D.S Mercer thanked by council.

                                      Submitted by Lynn Calf Robe or C&C 
Chief & Council at drive in movie event.  
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Siksika Nation flag raised at Strathmore 
Hospital symbolizing relationship  

By Wesley Water Chief

The Siksika Nation flag was raised out-
side the Strathmore Hospital on Sept. 22 as 
a sign of the continuation of building a good 
relationship between the Town of Strath-
more and the Siksika Nation.

Siksika Nation Chief Ouray Crowfoot 
said there have been complaints brought 
to Chief and Council’s attention in regard to 
mistreatment of Siksika people at the Strath-
more Hospital and of racist incidents in the 
town. 

He said flying the Siksika flag is a sym-
bolic gesture, has meaning, but in itself is not 
going to solve racism. However, it serves as 
a reminder to everyone of where they are, 
who were the first inhabitants of this land, 
and it is a step towards building trust for the 
Siksika people. 

“It’s a constant reminder to everyone that 
comes into this parking lot. The first thing 
you see are the flags. So when the doctors 
come in, when the nurses come in, when 
the patients come in, and they see that Sik-
sika Nation flag flying, they are going to be 
reminded that is our people,” said Crowfoot. 

“Our people were here before there was 
a Strathmore, our people were here before 
there was an Alberta, our people were here 
long before there was a Canada. We were 
the first people in this area and we should 
not be treated like second class citizens.”    

Chief Crowfoot said throughout history 
First Nation people and Siksika Nation have 
had to battle the government and its sys-
tems of governance, including legislation 
and the residential school era, to receive fair 
and equal treatment.   

“Our people have been taught from an 
early age, don’t trust the system and that is 

what we are trying to correct. Again, there 
are a lot of great people that work in these 
hospitals. One of our councilors was a nurse 
in this hospital. So I am not saying burn it 
down and start again from scratch. There 
are a lot of great stuff that is going on in the 
Alberta health care system. But there is also 
a lot of negative things occurring as well. We 
are just trying to help restore that equity in 
the health system. It’s equity treatment, that 
is what we are looking for.”    

Councilor Ruben Breaker has been work-
ing with the Town of Strathmore to improve 
relations during his two terms on council. 
He is grateful for steps being made by the 
town to address racism and recounts how 
the process began.   

“It’s a beautiful day to be here today and 
to be a part of this very significant ceremony. 
I remember about three years ago, we had 
this ceremony at our powwow where we of-
fered AHS (Alberta Health Services) our flag 
as a token of goodwill and partnership with 
the Strathmore Hospital. And today we find 
ourselves, finally having this flag, our flag, 
flying high behind us,” said Breaker. 

“I’m so grateful that we followed up with 
this. In today’s world, so much has hap-
pened since then. And so much activity that 
is prevalent in our communities that has built 
walls instead of bridges. 

I am so grateful for the Town of Strath-
more, the council, for stepping up and ad-
dressing some of these issues and calling 
it what it is. We worked together to address 
racism in our communities and it is a very 
sensitive thing to talk about, but it is reality. 
It’s the truth of what is going on right now. 
And it is actions, such as this, that is starting 
points for us to continue on to make action.”

Breaker said more work is needed to ad-

dress the mistreatment of Siksika people at 
the Strathmore Hospital and it is council’s 
responsibility to ensure this is done. He said 
leadership will have to follow up with actions 
to address this so Siksika people will feel 
more welcome at the Strathmore Hospital.    

“Flying this flag is one thing but it is con-
tinuous work to make sure that our people 
are treated equally, fairly, and with respect. 
A lot of our people took their first breath in 
this building, a lot of our people took their 
last breath in this building behind us. So as 
leaders it is our job to protect our people to 
make sure they are treated equally,” said 
Breaker. 

“There has been documented incidents 
brought to us about some mistreatment of 
our people, so it is our responsibility and 
duty to make sure that we follow up and 
make sure our people, our young people 
and our elders, are treated well. 

So this day isn’t just a flag raising cere-
mony, it is follow up and it is our job to make 
sure that we follow up in action items so our 
people can no longer be afraid to come to 
Strathmore Hospital, because that is reality. 

A lot of our members they don’t want to 
come here because of some mistreatment, 
I just going to tell you the way it is. They 
would rather go to Bassano, Vulcan, or Cal-
gary. So today is a significant day that we 
take responsibility and accountability for the 
treatment of our people.” 

The Mayor of Strathmore Pat Fule 
echoed what Chief Ouray Crowfoot had said 
prior, that it is ‘deeds and not words’ that 
need to take place. “I’ve never believed in 
flowery and nice sounding words and then 
you go off and nothing happens. So we’ve 
worked hard for the past several years,” 
said Fule. 

“We have done a lot of great things to-
gether, we’ve worked hard, our two coun-
cils, to try and improve relations and to im-
prove the situation for First Nations people 
who come to shop, visit, use our services in 
town, as well as those who live in our town, 
and we really feel we’ve made some great 
strides. 

In closing, Fule reminded those in at-
tendance a lot of the relationship building 
actions, including the raising of the Siksika 
flag, was in part due to the tragic death of 
Kristian Ayoungman.  

“I also want to honor the memory of 
Kristian Ayoungman who was an amazing 
young man and a citizen in our community. 
He was student at Strathmore high, he was 
a player on the hockey teams here and a 
lot of the really good things have happened, 
unfortunately, sadly, because of the killing of 
Kristian Ayoungman. 

We honor him and this is a day that I feel 
is like another piece in a puzzle, and the fi-
nal puzzle is going to be the image or pic-
ture that we create of a more inclusive and 
welcoming society for people of all cultures, 
but especially our friends and neighbors 
from Siksika Nation.”                       

                                                                                                                                                     Photo by Wesley Water Chief
 Chief Ouray Crowfoot, Siksika leaders and representatives, along with Strathmore Mayor Pat 

Fule, emergency personnel, and Albert Health Reps. take part in Siksika flag raising ceremony.  
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Old Sun Community College 50th Anniversary 
By Carly Weasel  Child

Old Sun Community College celebrated 
a major milestone with the 50th anniver-
sary as a post-secondary institution and 30 
years of the post-secondary student sup-
port program (PSSSP). The theme was 
“Aakomaanistaisopoyahkao’p – We will con-
tinue to strive for excellence.”

The Sept. 20-22 event included guest 
speakers Olympian Cheryl Bernard and 
University of Calgary Anthropology & Arche-
ology Professor Dr. Peter C. Dawson. Also, 
an art display unveiling by Adrian Stimson 
Jr. and portraits of Amelia Crowfoot-Clark 
and Margaret Water Chief by Chris Keating. 

Program showcases such as the LPN 
Program, Siksika Knowledge Studies, 
Teacher Assistant Program, Indigenous 
Business Program, and the Indigenous So-
cial Work Diploma Program. 

Post-secondary graduates of 2019/2020 
and 2021 were honoured with gifts and rec-
ognition. Also, Siksika Health CEO Tyler 
White and Council member Kent Ayoung-
man both received Honorary Doctorate of 
Law Degrees. Clarence “Agar” Wolf Leg was 
also recognized as a recipient of a Mount 
Royal University Honorary Doctorate of Law 
Degree. 

The library was also officially named 
Sisoyakii (Amelia Crowfoot-Clark) – Lifelong 
Learning Centre. The event ended with fire-
works and live music by Armond Duck Chief. 

Chief Ouray Crowfoot said he was proud 
to witness the accomplishments of nation 
members receiving their post-secondary ed-
ucation and encourages others to continue 
learning both traditional and contemporary 
knowledge.

“I’m always going to be a big supporter 
of education, education is our power. My 
mother, she was the president of Old Sun 
for many years, she always instilled in me 
to get my education. As we move forward 
in this world as Blackfoot people, we have 
to keep our traditional ways and my mom 
instilled that in me as well. So we have to 
have both traditional knowledge and con-
temporary knowledge. 

And as we get bigger as a nation, we 
need that education to push our nation to 
the next level. I’m proud to see everyone 
getting their education. A lot of our people 
get degrees and then leave the reserve to 
work. 

What I’d like to see, as a long-term goal, 
is for us to have a full economy here on the 
nation. The importance of that is to have ed-
ucated people in all aspects, education, law, 
social work. 

So with the 50th year, it’s a great mile-
stone and I see us only getting stronger 
from here,” said Crowfoot. 

“It’s empowering our people. When this 
was a residential school, they tried to break 
our people down internally and tried to make 
them think they’re worth less. Getting that 
education and that knowledge, it lifts you up. 

So we have to start lifting each other up. 
If you educate yourself, then you know your 
worth. And if you know how much you’re 
worth, nobody can tell you you’re worthless. 

That education is one of the stepping 
stones, along with traditional knowledge, to 
help you know who you really are as a per-
son and to know your worth. And when you 
know your worth, the sky is the limit.”

Old Sun Community College President 
Dr. Maurice Manyfingers, was proud to see 

so many students graduating and celebrat-
ing the importance of education. 

Manyfingers hopes there will be a new 
building within the next few years and be-
lieves it is important for nation members to 
continue to strive for their education goals. 

“The significance of the anniversary 
is that we are thriving in an old residential 
school. Everything that has happened here 
and with the unmarked graves, we are sur-
viving and thriving as indigenous peoples. 

We are keeping our nations going with 
programs and sustaining the language, so 
we’re still very proud and we’re hoping in the 
next few years we might have a new build-
ing. 

Fifty years is a big milestone for any or-
ganization. We had 45-50 graduates who 
came here and we’re very lucky. I know it’s 
a term that has been used a lot, education 
is our buffalo, but it really is our blueprint to 
success,” said Manyfingers. 

“We are very resilient and we’re very 
happy to be celebrating today. First nations 
communities are grieving with funerals, opi-
oids, COVID, trauma. We need to celebrate 
and acknowledge our accomplishments, so 
that’s the reason why we’re having this to-
day.”

                                                                                                                                                          Photo by Carly Weasel Child
During the celebration, Old Sun College recognized 2019/20 and 2021 grads and Honorary grads. 

Siksika Nation Continues Strong Response to COVID-19
Submitted by Jennifer Kohlhammer
Siksika Health Communications

On Sept. 15, 2021 the province of Alberta announced new, tem-
porary measures to help slow the spread of COVID-19. The majority 
of these measures have already been in place, or have been recom-
mended on Siksika Nation, ongoing. For example:

• When Alberta relaxed indoor masking, Siksika did not.
• When Alberta stopped testing asymptomatic people, Siksika        

 did not.
• When Alberta stopped contact tracing and isolation for close  

 COVID contacts, Siksika did not.
• When Alberta stopped offering isolation supports, Siksika did  

 not.

Our very own Siksika Nation health data is indicating that these 

measures work. While there is widespread, uncontrolled community 
transmission of COVID-19 across Southern Alberta, with the Delta 
variant being extremely infectious, particularly indoors, Siksika Nation 
has experienced a comparatively much slower spread of COVID-19 
in the community in recent months.

Siksika’s Public Health team reminds us that COVID-19 and as-
sociated risks remain a significant challenge at this time, and that 
these risks are more pronounced for certain populations: particularly 
unvaccinated individuals (including children under the age of 12), and 
those who are immunocompromised.

Siksika Health Services recommends adhering to the public 
health measures proven to help prevent spread of COVID-19, as 
outlined in our Reopening Plan http://siksikahealth.com/2021/08/24/
siksika-health-services-covid-19-reopening-plan/, and that all eligible 
Siksikawa (ages 12+ including those turning 12 in 2021) get fully vac-
cinated against COVID-19 as soon as possible. It takes 2 weeks after 
a dose to develop sufficient immunity from the vaccine.
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Clinic Hours
Tuesday - Friday
9:00am - 4:00pm

DENTISTS:
-Dr. Deb Crowfoot

-Dr. Garet Herget

-Dr. Davis Fox

-Dr. Kayla Leugner-Lavallee

Siksika people, places, and faces   

                                Submitted by Lynn Calf Robe or C&C
Councillor Samuel Crowfoot B.A., J.D. select-
ed to sit on the Alberta Human Rights Com-
mission’s Indigenous Advisory Circle.

                                                                                                        Photo by Carly Weasel Child
Ruth Scalplock, Raymonda, Lorelee, and Tracey Waterchief enjoy the 
portrait of Rev. Margaret Waterchief unveiled at the Old Sun celebration.

                                                         Submitted by Sue Solway
Coun. Kent Ayoungman receives Honourary 
Doctorate of Law Degree from Old Sun.  

                                                  Photo by Carly Weasel Child
Siksika fans enjoyed Hitmen vs Rebels game.

                                                                                                        Photo by Carly Weasel Child
Solway family view residential school photos at Old Sun celebration.

                                                                                                        Photo by Carly Weasel Child
Post-secondary grads. and honourary grads. enter event at Old Sun.
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2021 Senate Election and 
Referendum Vote Advanced 

Polls
Advanced voting polls for the Senate Election and 

Referendum Vote will take place at the Wheatland County 
Administration Building (242006 Range Road 243, Wheatland 

County, AB) during the following times: 
 

Saturday, October 9th - 10:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

Wednesday, October 13th - Noon - 8:00 P.M.

Saturday, October 16th - 10:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. 
                                                                                                        Photo by Carly Weasel Child

The owl dance is enjoyed by couples at the Strathmore powwow. 

                                                                                                        Photo by Carly Weasel Child
Everyone is invited to partake in round dance at Strathmore Park. 

                                  Photo by Carly Weasel Child
Young Siksika proudly shows culture.

                                                                                                                                                                                  Photo by Carly Weasel Child
Darrel McDonald and Francis Wolfleg carry flags and lead dancers during Family Resources powwow. 

                                                                                                        Photo by Carly Weasel Child
Tiny tots get into the action and show their culture and moves at event.
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Submitted by 
Shayde Yellow Old Woman

Oki, Blackfoot Crossing Historical Park 
is looking to hire individuals with excellent 
customer service skills to work under con-
tract in retail, conference catering, custo-
dial, and as event coordinators. 

Going forward with reopening, we have 
taken into consideration that these posi-
tions will be essential in making BCHP fully 
operational. As of August 18, 2021 Black-
foot Crossing Historical Park is undergoing 
some major park developments. 

A new tipi park expansion will be in-
stalled soon. Unfortunately, we will post-
pone our volunteer program due to unfore-
seen circumstances. For more information 
regarding the Volunteer Program, email 
shannon@blackfootcrossing.ca. 

We currently are still under the process 
of renovation which soon will be complet-
ed. 

We will also be implementing new inter-
pretive signs, landmark signage, and the 
new and improved Chief Crowfoot Gallery. 
With all the budget cuts, we are not given 
much opportunity to offer all the services 
the public requests and we apologize for 
any inconvenience. 

Unfortunately, due to the rise in Co-
vid-19 cases in Alberta, we have decided 
to postpone our grand re-opening until 
further notice. We are saddened to an-
nounce we will not be taking in any more 
appointments but will continue with various 
programs online. 

We will continue to bring you the abun-
dance of history, working closely with the 
Communications Team and Tour Guides, 

through online interactive activities, tour-
ing, and cooking shows. 

We understand the long-awaited pa-
tience from the community and will contin-
ue to update you with new spectacles and 
wonders. 

Sept. 22, 2021 will mark the 144th year 
of the day the Treaty 7 was signed between 
the Blackfoot Confederacy and the Crown 
at Blackfoot Crossing. 

On Sept. 25, 2021, partnering with the 
Tsuut’ina Trail Run and the SN7 Program, 
Blackfoot Crossing hosted the Blackfoot 
Crossing Historical Park Trial Race from 
9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Participants enjoyed a 15-kilometre 
trail run through the beautiful scenery off 
the traditional Blackfoot territory surround-
ing the area where Treaty 7 was signed on 
the 22nd of September 1877.  

Blackfoot Crossing Historical Park had 
begun a new Webinar session that start-
ed in June. In the latest session, special 
guests Vincent Yellow Old Woman and 
Butch Wolf Leg discussed residential 
school stories with the Siksikaitsitapi.  

Other lessons Include the Morning 
11 a.m. - 12 p.m. language lession with 
Joanne Red Old Man and afternoon les-
sion that runds from from 1 p.m. - 2 p.m. 
These lessons are free every Wednesday, 
all you need to do is download the app 
Zoom, make an account, and email book-
ings@blackfootcrossing.ca. 

Appointments will be postponed; you 
may contact our E-mail at bookings@
blackfootcrossing.ca for any questions or 
concerns. 

You may also contact to suggest or 
feedback regarding online history and les-
sons, and we’ll get to you as soon as we 
can. 

Anyone have interesting information on 
Siksikaitsitapiiks? Feel free to email book-
ings@blackfootcrossing.ca.You may also 
find this information on our Social Media 
platforms via Facebook (Blackfoot Cross-
ing Historical Park), Twitter(@BlkftCross-
ing), and Instagram(blackfootcrossing). 

We will be on Tik Tok soon, so stay 
tuned on our pages. Make sure to hit the 
follow button on our platforms for updates. 

Blackfoot Crossing looking to hire  

Province and Siksika Nation step up               
for ranchers after summer drought

Submitted by Kelsey No Runner
SRDL Communications

After the toughest summer in decades, 
the province of Alberta has announced ad-
ditional funding for AgriRecovery response, 
the 2021Canada-Alberta Livestock Feed 
Assistance Initiative.

Cattle and bison will be eligible for an 
initial payment of $94 per head and a sec-
ondary payment of $106 per head, for a 
total of $200 per head. Other livestock will 
be subject to a different per head payment.

This initiative was created to help ad-
dress extraordinary costs being incurred 
by Alberta’s livestock producers this year 
as high temperatures and drought condi-
tions affected farming yields and reduced 
grazing capacity for ranchers. 

Applications will be online through 
AFSC Connect. Once applications are ap-
proved and processed, those who sign up 
for the direct deposit option will see pay-
ments toward the end of the month.

Producers who are current AFSC cli-

ents should ensure they have an AFSC 
Connect account and are signed up for di-
rect deposit to receive program payments. 
For more information and to apply online, 
please visit www.afsc.ca 

Breeding mares
Breeding mares that are used for the 

purposes of producing offspring as part a 
farming operation would be considered eli-
gible for the AgriRecovery initiative.

Horses used for pleasure – rodeo stock, 
racehorses and working ranch horses – 
are not considered eligible. A minimum of 
10 breeding mares are required to be eli-
gible for the initiative.

Nation Support for Ranchers
In September, Siksika Resource De-

velopment Ltd. (SRDL) board of issued a 
directive for Siksika Farms to reserve the 
second cut of timothy hay round bales 
to be sold exclusively to Siksika Nation 
ranchers at market value till Nov. 1. 

Siksika Nation ranchers can purchase 

up to 20 bales at $100 per bale. Bales 
must be paid in full before pick-up. It is a 
fair value as round bale prices have aver-
aged between $150-250 per bale locally. 

After Nov. 1, any remaining bales will 
be for sale to the open market on a first 
come-first served basis.

                                         Submitted by Kelsey No Runner
 Siksika Farms is selling bales exclusively to 

Siksika ranchers to aid in time of drought. 
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Submitted by Jennifer Kohlhammer
Siksika Health Communications

As of Sept. 24, 2021, Siksika Health Services is managing 
17 active cases of COVID-19. To-date, Siksika Health has given 
2,511 COVID-19 vaccine first doses to matapiiks who reside on 
Siksika Nation, and 2,092 COVID-19 second doses to matapiiks 
who reside on Siksika Nation. This means that 78.6% of eligible 
Siksikawa on Siksika have received their first dose, and 65.5% 
have received both their first and second doses. Matapiiks, im-
munization is the best way to protect yourself and others from 
severe outcomes from COVID-19.

COVID-19 IMMUNIZATION is available on a walk-in basis 
at the Siksika Health & Wellness Centre from 9:00am-4:00pm, 
Monday-Friday (no appointments required). Mobile (including in-
home) immunization is also available through Siksika Health’s 
Aisokinakio’p Immunization Special Forces vehicle. Call Siksika 
Home Care at 403-734-5695 to book an in-home appointment.

COVID-19 TESTING remains available in Siksika by drive-th-
ru every day of the week (including weekends) at the white tents 
near the baseball diamonds between 10:00am-1:00pm daily, or 
by calling the COVID-19 Response Unit (CRU) dispatch at 403-
734-5688.

For up-to-date COVID-19 information for Siksika Nation, stay 
tuned to Siksika Health and Siksika Nation official communica-
tions channels:

 
• Website: http://siksikahealth.com/covid-19-home/ 
• Facebook: @SHWCsiksika
• Twitter: @Siksika_Nation
• Radio: 104.7FM – “The Nation’s Station”
• And use the hashtags to join the conversation: #Siksika 

 Cares  #SiksikaStrong 

Siksika Nation COVID-19 Statistics Update

Calgary Hitmen Pre-Season Opener  
Submitted by Jennifer Kohlhammer
Siksika Health Communications

Siksika Nation hosted the Calgary Hit-
men’s pre-season opening game at the Sik-
sika Deerfoot Sportsplex on Sept. 18, 2021. 
The event was a rematch of the Every Child 
Matters game from February 2020, featur-
ing the Calgary Hitmen vs. Red Deer Reb-
els, and builds on a growing partnership 
between the Calgary Hitmen and Siksika 
Health Services.

The Calgary Hitmen and Siksika Health 
Services recently signed a first-of-its-kind 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). 
Through the signing of the MOU, the part-
ners commit to continued growth of the vi-
sion and engagement of the Every Child 
Matters game: to inspire all youth, with a 
focus on Indigenous youth, to participate in 

sports, and to understand that we can heal 
collectively through reconcili-action. The aim 
of the partnership is to create the new nor-
mal for the promotion of cultural awareness 
in sporting events, with the hope of expand-
ing the power and reach that events like this 
can have on communities.

Together, the partners are working to ad-
dress stereotypes and racism by advancing 
inclusion in our communities through the 
promotion of Indigenous culture, language 
and history, and promote healthy lifestyles 
for all youth by highlighting the benefits of 
participation in sport.

Prior to game start, the Calgary Hitmen 
joined Siksika Health Services for a tour of 
Carlon and Lisa Big Snake’s home, where 
a white buffalo calf was born in May of this 
year. Buffalo are of historical and traditional 
significance to Siksika Nation, and the white 

buffalo in particular is a symbol of hope.
COVID-19 protocols for the game were 

aligned with the province of Alberta’s new 
public health measures, announced Sept. 
15, 2021. Event capacity was limited to 150 
attendees, each of whom was required to 
participate in health screening prior to entry. 
All attendees who were eligible to receive 
the COVID-19 vaccine (born in 2009 or ear-
lier) were required to be fully vaccinated (ful-
ly vaccinated defined as 14+ days after sec-
ond dose of approved COVID-19 vaccine).

Ticket holders were seated in pods with 
their household or cohort members, to a 
maximum of 5 people per pod. Mandatory 
masking was required for all attendees 
throughout the event.

Final score of the game was 5-1 for the 
Red Deer Rebels.

By Carly Weasel  Child

Tyler White, Siksika Health Services 
CEO, said the event was historic as the Na-
tion hosted a WHL game for the community 
and for the youth. It also strengthened the 
relationship between Siksika and the Hit-
men Organization, creating opportunity for 
future events. 

“It’s a historic event to host a Hitmen 
game here in Siksika. Seeing the crowd and 
the kids, that’s the reason why we do these 
things. It gives them hope and opportunity,” 
said White. 

“At the same time, we’re educating these 
players who have never been on a reser-
vation. Before the game today, we went to 
Carlon & Lisa’s to see the white buffaloes, 
things like that are so important. 

So, I’m really grateful for today as we 
build the partnership we have with the Hit-
men. When the kids see the players on the 

ice, it gives them hope and something to 
aim for.”  

Rob Kerr, Manager of Business Opera-
tions for the Calgary Hitmen, said the game 
was significant as it solidified the partner-
ship between Siksika Health and the Hitmen 
organization. 

Kerr hopes other teams and organiza-
tions can create partnerships with First Na-
tions communities to encourage healing, 
reconciliation, and healthy lifestyles through 
sport.

“I can’t even begin to put into words how 
fun this was and how great it was to work 
with everyone today. It wasn’t a full house, 
but it was nice to be back playing in front of 
fans again. 

For me, this was a further execution of 
the MOU and this unique relationship that 
we forged with Siksika Nation, that we think 
is a model not only for junior hockey but a 
model for sport and recreation across Can-
ada to do something meaningful. We hope 
that this game inspires the kids to pursue 
their athletic dreams and healthy lifestyles. 
It’s a continuation of what has been a won-
derful partnership,” Kerr said. 

“It meant a lot to our players to be here 
today and to understand the significance. 
We want to show other teams and athletes 
to take that step and to learn. We’re really 
blessed and thankful to have this partner-
ship with Tyler White and Siksika Health 
Services.”

Siksika Health and Calgary Hitmen enjoy game  
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Check out and Like our Facebook page, “Siksika Media” for the latest and breaking news, pictures and videos.

Notice of Special Ballots
Elections Alberta and Alberta Municipal Affairs have requested that 
Wheatland County provide voting opportunities to Members living 
on Siksika Nation who wish to vote in the upcoming Senate Election 
and Referendum Vote, which are taking place on October 18, 2021.

If you wish to vote in person, please attend the Gleichen & District 
Community Centre on October 18th. If you are unable to vote in 
person, Wheatland County is offering Special Ballots.

If you wish to vote by Special Ballot, please submit your application 
to the Presiding Deputy Returning Officer, Shanna Pierson, via 
telephone (403-934-3321), fax (403-934-4889), in person, or by 
e-mail (shanna.pierson@wheatlandcounty.ca) and include the 
following information:

1. First and last name;
2. Municipal address of the applicant;
3. Mailing address to which the special ballot will be sent;
4. Contact telephone number;
5. Contact e-mail address.

Notice of Election
Wheatland County, Province of Alberta

Notice is hereby given:

A. That an election will be held for the election of a Senate nominee for the 
purposes of the Alberta Senate Election Act;

B. That a vote of the electors will be held on the following referendum 
question(s) under the Referendum Act:

• Should section 36(2) of the Constitution Act, 1982 – Parliament and 
the government of Canada’s commitment to the principle of making 
equalization payments – be removed from the constitution?

• Do you want Alberta to adopt year-round Daylight Saving Time, which is 
summer hours, eliminating the need to change our clocks twice a year?

Voting will take place on the 18th day of October, 2021, between the hours 
of 10:00 A.M. and 8:00 P.M. Voting stations will be located at the Gleichen & 
District Community Hall.

In order to vote, you must produce identification for inspection. The 
identification must be a Band or Federal Status Card or one or more of the 
Acceptable Forms of Identification found at https://www.elections.ab.ca/
voters/id-required-to-vote/ as required by section 53 of the Local Authorities 
Election Act.

DATED at the County of Wheatland, in the Province of Alberta, this 17th day 
of September, 2021.

___________________________________
Returning Officer

Join us for a 5K Walk/Run in honour of the Siksika women & men who are
fighting, survived & those who have yet been inflicted with breast cancer. 

Sunday October 3rd, 2021
Start Time: 9:00am @ Siksika

Administration Building Parking Lot

Everyone Welcome - Cohort grouping
encouraged ** Don't forget to wear PINK**


