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Siksika Nation members accept the Global Settlement Agreement
Siksika Nation members vote in favour of the Siksika Nation Global Settlement Agreement that will include a one-time payment of 1.3 Billion dollars and will discontinue all filed court actions relating to the settlement.
Approximatley 70% of eligible voters turned out to the polls on December 16th and 17th, 2021 in Siksika and Calgary as well as a number of
mail-in ballots from Nation members who could not vote in-person. Of those who responded to the referendum question, approximately 77%
voted yes.
The official results of the referendum are:
5041 electors were entitled to vote in the referendum;
3484 electors voted in the referendum;
2682 electors voted in favour of the question submitted in the referendum;
802 electors voted against the question submitted in the referendum and 28 ballots were rejected.
The decision to accept the settlement will also include the option to apply for up 115,000 acres of land purchased by the Nation that can be
added to the reserve anywhere in Alberta.
Siksika Nation Chief Ouray Crowfoot is pleased with the voter turnout and sees this as a tremendous opportunity to improve the lives of Nation members but at the same time acknowledges the decision was not an easy one and does not replace what has been lost as a result of this
settlement,
“This settlement is not reconciliation. We will never be restored to the same as before these breaches took place. We lost almost half of our
landbase and access to ceremonial sites and our connection to the land. One thing the settlement can provide is opportunities. Financial opportunities that can open many doors for our people and be a move towards financial sovereignty. Opportunities that can help remove barriers,
build capacity and provide services to help better the standard of life for all our People.”
Siksika Nation Chief and Council would like to recognize the efforts made by all Nation members who played a huge role in one of the longest
running land claims in Canadian history. A historic settlement that represents Nation members of the past, present and future generations to
come.
“This claim has been in the system for over sixty years, six decades. There have been many Chiefs, Councils, Nation members and technicians
who have played a critical part along the way. The current Chief and Council would like to thank all those who assisted on this case over the
years and thank all Siksika Nation members for providing their voice with this referendum. The future is bright for Siksika.”
SUMMARY OF CLAIMS:
The Global Settlement Agreement includes the following claims;
• 1910 Surrender and 1960 Petition of Right Claims: Unlawful surrender of 115,000
acres of reserve land and breach of Canada’s fiduciary duties related to the reserve lands.
• CPR: Breaches of duty in taking reserve land for use by third parties in connectionwith the Canadian Pacific Railway.
• CLUNY: Flooding of and release of sewage onto the reserve without Siksika’s permission.
• BRID AND CREOSOTE: Unlawful taking of approximately 500 acres of the reserve for the Bow River Irrigation Project. Related 		
creosote contamination claims.
SETTLEMENT OVERVIEW:
• The proposed settlement is a global settlement that will cover all the claims identified above.
• A one-time payment of 1,300, 000, 000 (one billion and three hundred million dollars) will be made to the Nation in 2022.
• In exchange for the compensation, Siksika will discontinue all filed court actions related to the claims and release Canada from 		
all liability related to the claims.
• The settlement ratification will include a new surrender of the lands subject to the 1910 surrender to provide certainty.
• Siksika is entitled to apply for up to 115,000 acres of land purchased by Siksika to be added to reserve.
• The use of the settlement funds is not addressed in the proposed settlement agreement with Canada and will be determined 		
solely by Siksika Nation.
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Siksika Nation Chief and Council Phone: (403) 734 5100
Email: sncc@siksikanation.com
(See 2021 SURRENDER ILLUSTRATIVE PLAN on page 4)
Visit www.siksikanation.com for the latest council news, updates and Internet broadcasts of CFXX 104.7 fm “The Nation Station”
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Siksika Nation Youth in First
Indigenous Sports Academy
By Carly Weasel Child
Siksika Nation youth Kaiden Healy has made the team for
the Indigenous Sports Academy,
which is a first of its kind program
in Canada. The Indigenous Sports
Academy is in its inaugural year
and is based out in Saskatoon,
where they are currently offering the opportunity for Indigenous
youth to play elite hockey in an
academy setting.
As well as playing hockey, the
ISA offers high school education,
personal development, fitness
and nutrition training, and billets
in Saskatchewan. The ISA Eagles
team is comprised of young men
aged 15-17 in Alberta, Saskatchewan, Ontario, and Manitoba. In
the future, the Indigenous Sports
Academy is hoping to add a female hockey team, as well as other sports such as basketball and
volleyball.
Courage Bear, founding director of the Indigenous Hockey
Academy, officially launched the
team in 2021. He credits his mentors and leadership in Ochapowace for inspiring him to launch a
high-calibre athletics program for
Indigenous youth. The ISA Eagles
is the first official Hockey Canada
Accredited academy that has an
all-Indigenous team. Bear hopes
that the academy not only builds
hockey skills for the players, but
creates good character in the
youth who join the program.
“We want to create a place
where Indigenous kids can come
experience high level hockey,
get exposed to what it means to
compete at an elite level, and to
put time on the ice, put time in
the gym, and put time to yourself
personally. There’s the sport component, the educational, the personal, and the cultural. There are
a lot of components to it as we’re
building. Obviously making good
hockey players, but also making
good young men, and that’s the
end goal. If we get one of them to
go on to have a successful hockey
career that’s great, but that’s not
exactly the sole purpose. It’s about
creating good young men.”
Bear credits his mentors in
Ochapowace for their strong leadership, which is what inspired him
to launch the program for Indigenous youth. The academy officially
launched in 2021, and so far it has
been a positive experience for the
athletes, including Kaiden Healy.
“I think the group collectively
has their days where it’s challenging, then they have their days
when they’re excelling. Kaiden
has done as well as anyone else.
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Kaiden Healy is thankful for the support he is receiving in his hockey journey.

As a group we’ve learned the balance of education, the athletics,
living away from home, doing your
homework on the road, managing your rest, and just being away
from your peers and living in a different environment.
They’ve all been through their
ups and downs, but overall, in the
big picture it’s been such a positive experience. Kaiden’s adjusted
fairly well,” said Bear.
“I was fortunate to have great
mentors in Ochapowace and they
gave me the opportunity to participate in sports, and having leadership in sports is always a priority
in our community. As I grew and
became more involved, I had the
opportunity to start something that
was a vision of leaders before me.
The program isn’t just for Saskatchewan, it’s for kids all over.
And in the future we hope to add
an all-female team, and even add
other sports. We have to assess
the talent pool out there and determine those next steps for more
programs.”
Wade Healy, Kaiden’s father,
said he is proud to see his son
flourishing in a brand-new environment. He said the experience
is beneficial for not only his son’s
athletic career, but for his education as well. He also shared that
although it is a financial commit-

ment as a parent, it’s worth it to
see his son thriving on the ice and
enjoying the overall experience.
He shares with other parents to
support their children, be there for
them, and let them have fun.
“Kaiden was always a good
hockey player since he was a little
boy. Other people have noticed
and he’s played in other provinces. He’s played in prestigious
tournaments, so he’s got tons of
championship banners and he’s
used to winning. But now that he’s
on this team, it’s an elite team. So
I think he realizes that he’s playing against high calibre players
and it’s pushing him to be a better
player. It’s good that he’s playing
with elite players, it pushes him to
try harder, He’s really enjoyed it,
he’s flourishing,” said Wade.
“Since it’s an academy and
based on school marks, if he
doesn’t hold up his end of the bargain on his grades, he doesn’t get
the ice time. Now that he understands that it’s not so hard for him
to do his studies. Whereas last
year, he didn’t care too much for
school. Now that it’s in the hockey
academy context, he’s taken much
more of an interest in his academics, so we’re really pleased that
he’s enjoying school.”
“It’s a huge financial commitment. But it’s an investment in my

child, and my child is worth it. As
long as he’s happy, he’s safe, and
he’s in a healthy environment. I’m
not worried, he’s in a good billet.
It’s very good for him mentally,
physically, spiritually, it’s a good
all-around experience for him.
He’ll be a better human being for
it,” said Wade.
“My advice to hockey parents
is just to be there and encourage
your children, just be happy that
your child is having fun and learning a new skill and participating in
a team sport. It’s all a part of growing up. Let them enjoy the game.
It’s not the NHL, it’s a game and
it’s meant to be fun. If parents take
it too seriously and live vicariously
through their children, it takes the
fun out of the game for the children. And I always stress to my
boy that it’s not about winning.”
Kaiden Healy is excited to be a
part of the team and to see what’s
in store for the rest of the season.
He has been playing hockey his
whole life and his favorite aspects
are meeting new friends, challenging himself, and enjoying the
game. He shares that he’s thankful for his family and friends for
supporting him in his hockey journey so far.
“I’ve been playing my whole
life since novice. What I love about
hockey is making new friends, and
trying to go my farthest with it. It’s
great being a part of this, it’s all for
the love of the game and it’s great
experience for the future. We train
every day and it’s a lot of work.
So I’m really grateful for my family. And my friends back home, the
Siksika boys, I’m really thankful for
all the support. For other youth out
there, listen to your parents, have
discipline, and keep moving forward,” said Kaiden.

Photo submitted

Kaiden Healy takes a photo with
NHL player Ethan Bear who plays
for the Carolina Hurricanes.

Check out and Like our Facebook page, “Siksika Media” for the latest and breaking news, pictures and videos.
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Siksika People, Places and Faces

Photo by SHS

Siksika Health, Chief and Council, and community members welcomed the Calgary Flames organization during the unveiling of The Calgary Flames Outdoor Rink.

Photo by Carly Weasel Child

Strathmore High School Princess Hadence Manybears was crowned on Dec. 8.

Photo by SHS

Siksika Health has teamed up again with our Calgary Hitmen pals
to bring the ODR (outdoor rink) to the Calgary Zoo for its 25th
anniversary of ZOOLIGHTS! Complete with our Siksika Health
Services tipi and Blackfoot language banners, the skating rink
is a way for us to celebrate and share our partnership with the
Calgary Hitmen, which aims to inspire all Indigenous youth to
participate in sports, and commit to healing through reconciliaction.

Photo by SHS

Come on out to the Calgary Zoo between now and Jan. 2, 2022 to experience a little bit
of Blackfoot culture and language, and the wonder of ZOOLIGHTS while you’re there!
For information about ZOOLIGHTS visit: https://www.calgaryzoo.com/zoolights
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Photo by Wesley Water Chief

Old Sun College’s resource centre was officially named the Sissoya’ki Amelia
Crowfoot Clark Life Long Learning Resource Centre in memory and dedication
to the college’s former president and advocate of life long learning.

Photo by Carly Weasel Child

Calgary Stampeders and Calgary Flames organization with Siksika.
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Raymonda Waterchief addresses the guests at the rededication of the Margaret
Waterchief Lodge in memory of the late Rev. Margaret Waterchief. Rev. Waterchief worked with others in the formation of the community college in the 70s.
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New, innovative programs at Siksika Health
led by recognizable Nation members

Siksika Health Services

There is no question that the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted us all,
including the well-being of Siksika’s
children and youth.
In a collective society where ideology is to protect the community, many
of our children and youth have had to
endure more rigorous and numerous
quarantines and isolation periods in
comparison to neighboring communities, in order to keep their “cohorts” (often inclusive of extended family members) healthy and safe.
This, in turn, has led to the disruption of education, participation in sports,
cultural ceremonies, access to health
services and social connections. In the
last 20+ months, some of our children
and youth have experienced depression, anxiety, stress, suicidal ideations,
loneliness, and grief due to the disconnection within our community.
At Siksika Health Services, we
believe there is HOPE! To address
holistic wellness and mitigate further
mental health harm to Siksika youth,
Siksika Mental Health and Community

Photo by SHS
Dr. Pearl Yellow Old Woman-Healy

Wellness offer a wide range of mental health services, therapies, cultural
supports, addiction treatments, early
childhood education and community
wellness activities.
Additionally, Siksika Mental Health
and Community Wellness are now
happy to introduce inclusive programming for children with extraordinary
needs and their families, offered by individuals trained in physical and community rehabilitation to ensure needs
are appropriately met.
Please join us in welcoming Manny Yellowfly and Dr. Pearl Yellow Old
Woman-Healy, two individuals who
both grew up in Siksika, have worked
with children and youth, and demonstrate compassion for improving health
for community members.
Manny Yellowfly is the Therapeutic Physical Trainer at the Many Guns
Boxing & Fitness Center. Manny holds
a bachelor’s degree in Health and
Physical Education, with a major in
Sport and Recreation Management
from Mount Royal University. Manny
has a huge passion for sports that include hockey, baseball, and golf, which
he integrates to provide training for
youth in hockey using a multi-sportbased design.
Manny started with Siksika Health
Services in May 2021 and manages
the comprehensive operations of the
Many Guns Boxing & Fitness Center.
Manny has developed programs for
our youth, staff, and community that
promote healthy lifestyles that are beneficial to their overall well-being. Currently, select classes are available at
the Many Guns Boxing & Fitness Center due to COVID public health guidelines; stay tuned for additional classes
for all ages, stages, and fitness levels!
Manny is also the project liaison for
the special “Every Child Matters” Calgary Hitmen Game in January 2022.
Manny’s expertise in sports, youth programming, therapeutic practice, and
management provides a service that is

Photo by SHS
Therapeutic Physical Trainer Manny Yellowfly at Many Guns Boxing & Fitness Center.

inclusive and promotes physical wellness for our community. Find “Many
Guns Boxing & Fitness” on Facebook
for more information.
Dr. Pearl Yellow Old WomanHealy is Siksika Health Services’ Child
and Youth Wellness Specialist. She
is a PhD graduate in the Community
Health Sciences Program at the Cumming School of Medicine with the University of Calgary.
Pearl was a nominated candidate
for the 2021 Governor General’s Gold
Medal for highest academic standing.
Her academic achievements include
being awarded the Social Sciences
Humanities Research Council (SSRHC) Doctoral Fellowship Scholarship, the Alberta Graduate Excellence
Scholarship (AGES), and the Alberta
Indigenous Mentorship in Health Innovation (AIM-HI) Network stipend.
Pearl was the graduate representative for the AIM-HI Network that provides mentorship for Indigenous scholars to pursue and build capacity in
health research. Her community-based
research focused on Siksikaitsitapi-informed health and wellness for Siksika
children with extraordinary needs. This

research served as the foundational
basis for developing family and specific programming for our community that
will be implemented in the new year.
Her role with Siksika Mental Health
and Wellness provides families with
resource support, advocacy, community education, funding navigation and
documentation assistance for specific
health services. Pearl is involved with
various provincial and academic advisory committees that advocate for
children’s’ equity and holistic wellness,
including Indigenous knowledges in
policy and programming.
Pearl’s teaching background, advocacy work and community engagement have influenced her leadership
skills that demonstrate her passion for
building relationships, fostering connections, deepening understandings
that will enhance culturally competent
health care for all Siksika children,
youth, and families.
Siksika Health Services looks forward to the new programming and
initiatives beginning in the new year.
For more information visit our website:
https://siksikahealth.com

Siksika Health Hosts College of
Physicians & Surgeons of Alberta Council

Siksika Health Services

Siksika Health Services was honoured to host the College of Physicians
& Surgeons of Alberta (CPSA) Councillors at the Piiksapi Memorial Arbour
on Dec. 8, 2021. This was the first time
that the Council had visited a First Nation together; Siksika was pleased to
provide an inviting space and warm
welcome, in a way that allowed for COVID health and safety measures to be
upheld in a good way.
Siksika Health CEO, Dr. Tyler
White was appointed to the CPSA
Council in early 2021, with the intent to
expand services, create partnerships,
and improve healthcare.
The gathering consisted of an
opening prayer, a Council meeting at
which CPSA had the opportunity to
learn about programs and services
offered by Siksika Health Services,
a presentation of traditional Siksika
drumming, dancing, and foods, and

exchange of gifts. Dr. Louis Hugo
Francescutti, President of the CPSA
Council, was honoured with a Blackfoot name by Elder Clement Leather:
Sii-pyaa-po, meaning “Travelling at
night”.
Our guests shared words of gratitude and intention for action:
“You certainly have a friend in the
College of Physicians and Surgeons
of Alberta. We came to Siksika Nation
today at Dr. Tyler White’s invitation because we want to do things differently.
We endeavour to be far better listeners
than speakers.” ~Dr. Scott McLeod
“I know that Tyler is a sports fanatic; from our experience with the Siksika
Health Services team today, it looks
as though he’s assembling an all-star
team to take it to the finish line.” – Dr.
Louis Hugo Francescutti
“One of our core pillars at the College of Physicians and Surgeons of
Alberta is innovation. We have much
to learn from communities like Siksika

Nation that have been innovating for
decades and generations!” – Dr. Susan Ulan
Together we move forward with
hope for a collaborative, more inclu-

sive future for healthcare in Alberta.
The College of Physicians & Surgeons of Alberta regulates the practice
of medicine in Alberta. For more information about CPSA visit https://cpsa.

Photo by SHS
Siksika Health Services hosted the College of Physicians & Surgeons of Alberta.
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Siksika Nation opens Calgary Flames Outdoor Rink alongside partners and friends

Siksika Health Services

A new ODR (outdoor rink) at the
Deerfoot Sportsplex was officially unveiled on Tuesday, December 7th,
alongside friends and partners from
the Calgary Sports and Entertainment
Corporation (CSEC). The rink is the
product of a direct relationship with the
Calgary Flames Foundation and was
first announced in the early spring of
2021.
Dignitaries from Siksika Nation
Chief & Council, CSEC, and some recognizable Calgary sports faces were
on hand for the announcement, and
to share about the significance of this
new recreational facility.
“Sports are about building leadership qualities, networks, and partnerships that will stay with you forever.
Partnerships like this help allow our
kids the opportunities that they might
not otherwise have,” Chief Ouray
Crowfoot explains.
The promotion of overall wellbeing through sport continues to be a
focus at Siksika Health Services. The
organization’s CEO, Dr. Tyler White
expressed his gratitude and excite-

Photo by SHS
The Calgary Flames Foundation representatives attend festivities as part of rink opening.

ment to grow the relationship with the
Flames Foundation.
“It’s an honour to be here to establish this partnership and relationship.
This is more than an outdoor rink –
it’s a rink of hope and opportunity. It’s
been a challenging couple years with
COVID, but this gives us something to
look forward to,” says White.
On hand for the announcement
were honoured guests: Siksika Nation Elder, Alvine Eagle Speaker who

COVID Immunization for Pookaaiks

Siksika Health Services
COVID-19 immunization is now available for Siksika Nation members
ages 5-11 (5-year-olds must have already surpassed their 5th birthday to be
eligible) on a walk-in basis at the Siksika Deerfoot Sportsplex (no appointments required). The clinic is open weekly from 10:00am-4:00pm Monday &
Friday, and 10:00am-6:00pm Tuesday-Thursday.
Whenever possible, people are encouraged to visit the Deerfoot Sportsplex
to receive their vaccine. If this is not possible, appointments can be booked at
the Siksika Medical Clinic between the hours of 9:30am-3:30pm on Thursdays
and Fridays (closed from 12:00-1:00pm for lunch) by calling 403-734-5664.
Siksika Health Services recommends that eligible children be vaccinated
against COVID-19. While kids have a lower risk of severe illness, vaccines
offer the best protection from getting or spreading COVID-19.

offered welcoming remarks and an
opening prayer; Mike Moore, VP of the
Calgary Hitmen and Calgary Roughnecks; Jeff McCaig, Chairman of the
Calgary Flames Foundation Board of
Directors, as well as a who’s who of
Calgary sports: Calgary Stampeders
General Manager, John Hufnagel; Calgary Flames alumni, Robyn Regehr,
and Curtis Glencross; and Calgary
Roughnecks, Kyle Waters, and Harrison Matsuoka.

“This partnership offers opportunity to learn, share in important traditions, and work together to grow and
change lives. The upcoming Jan. 15
Every Child Matters game will showcase some great athleticism, while also
addressing racism and stereotypes,
and provide opportunities for others
to learn culture and tradition,” Moore
says. “Nothing would make me more
proud than to one day have a Siksika
Nation member play for the Calgary
Hitmen.”
The Calgary Flames Outdoor Rink
is the first outdoor rink in Siksika Nation, and will serve a population of more
than 4,000 people with six schools in
our area. The ODR will provide a comfortable and supportive environment
locally for people to improve their wellbeing through recreational activity.
The ODR will be used year-round,
with plans already in motion to host
rollerblading, skateboarding, lacrosse,
basketball and ground hockey in the
off-season. Programs and classes will
help people reach their mental health
and fitness goals, while promoting the
sport and values of athleticism.

Benefits of Vaccinating Pookaaiks

Siksika Health Services

Did you know that children under the age of 12 make up the largest number of new COVID cases in Canada? On Siksika Nation, more than 30% of
new COVID cases (33.1% as of Dec. 2, 2021) are in children under the age
of 12.
Most cases of COVID-19 in children are milder than adults, but some kids
can get very sick, and even have long-lasting symptoms (“Long COVID”).
And, kiddos can spread the virus even if they don’t have symptoms, and potentially put friends, family or community members at risk.
There are many benefits for pookaaiks (children) to receive the COVID
vaccine - check out the poster for some examples. Siksika Health Services
recommends that people get fully vaccinated against COVID-19 as soon as
they are eligible. This includes pookaaiks (children) ages 5 and up. While kiddos have a lower risk of severe illness, vaccines offer the best protection from
getting or spreading COVID-19.
First, second, and third dose COVID-19 immunization is available on Siksika for eligible Siksika Nation members, weekdays at the Deerfoot Sportsplex
(no appointments required). The immunization clinic is open weekly from
10:00am-4:00pm Monday & Friday, and 10:00am-6:00pm Tuesday-Thursday.

Siksika Media
wishes you all a
Merry Christmas
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Check out and Like our Facebook page, “Siksika Media” for the latest and breaking news, pictures and videos.

