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Chief Crowfoot’s regalia is home in Blackfoot territory after 
years of negotiating their return from Exeter, England.   
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Siksika Nation Chief and Council Community Update: May 2022
INFORMATION-GATHERING INTERVIEWS BEING CONDUCTED

Siksika Nation Chief and Council meet with the Calgary Metropolitan Region Board – April 29, 2022

On April 29, 2022, members of Siksika Chief and Council gathered with the Calgary Metropolitan Region Board (CMRB) to learn and better understand one an-
other.

The meeting was held at Mount Royal University, and the purpose was to engage in preliminary discussions with respect to potentially establishing a Memorandum 
of Understanding between the parties. Much of the conversation focused on an understanding of Siksika’s history, current and future opportunities, and Siksika’s 
political environment. The parties are interested in creating a relationship that will mutually benefit residents within the region, including Siksika as a neighbor. All 
parties are committed to work together to create a strategic plan to better clarify the goals and opportunities that would make up this MOU.

Inclusivity, growth, economic wellbeing, protection of the natural environment, water stewardship and shared services are key elements of the Boards overall vi-
sion. The Calgary Metropolitan Region Board consists of elected officials from the Region’s 8-member municipalities: City of Airdrie, City of Calgary, City of Ches-
termere, Town of Cochrane, Foothills County, Town of High River, Town of Okotoks, and Rocky View
County. https://www.calgarymetroregion.ca

Siksika Nation Chief and Council meet with the U.S. Consul General – May 2, 2022

On May 2nd, 2022, Siksika Chief and Council met with U.S. Consul General in Calgary Holly Waeger Monster and staff. This event was an official meeting be-
tween representatives of the United States government and Siksika Nation.

Discussion centered around issues that affect our Nation members living on both sides of the border and how the United States can recognize the unique status 
of Siksika and honor our historical rights. It was a productive and positive dialogue between two Nations that ended with a commitment to start a dialogue that 
improves the lives of Siksika Nation members.

The visit concluded with the Consul General Monster and her staff receiving a tour of Blackfoot Crossing Historical Park officiated by Lucy Wright, Sasheen Wright 
and Grant Many Heads.

The Ma’tapiiks Trust Agreement Finalized – May 4, 2022

Siksika Nation Chief and Council passed a Band Council Resolution (BCR) today executing the Ma’tapiiks Trust Agreement. The trust is designed to address the 
needs and wants of the Nation.

The trust agreement outlines the distribution of assets to Siksika Nation members on both an immediate and long-term basis.

This collaborative process included information sessions organized by leadership to present the initial draft of the agreement to Nation members from March 21st – 
April 8th in Siksika, Calgary, Edmonton, Lethbridge and Browning, Montana.
The purpose of the information sessions was to share and gather information relating to the trust agreement. A survey was also conducted to gather recommenda-
tions from membership that was included in the agreement. Survey results will be made to Nation members in the coming days.

Chief and Council would like to thank all Nation members who participated in putting this agreement together by attending an information session or by completing 
a survey. Your input in this process plays an important part of this historic agreement that will be used to benefit Siksika Nation for years to come.

Have your say: Siksika Nation Community Centre Survey - May 5, 2022

Siksika Nation Chief and Council would like to hear from you about the proposed Siksika Nation Community Centre. Please complete this quick survey to share 
your ideas and select your preferred design option: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PZBGTNW

The survey will be open until May 13, 2022. (Survey now closed.)

If you have any trouble accessing the survey or would like to learn more, please contact:
 • Talina Cyr-Steenkamp at Talina.cyr-steenkamp@stantec.com or
 • Tom Many Heads at tommh@siksikanation.com

Thank you for participating.

Crowfoot Regalia to be handed over to Siksika Nation delegation during ceremony in Exeter – May 16, 2022

Chief Ouray Crowfoot and a delegation from the Siksika Nation in Canada will take possession of sacred regalia in a handover event in Exeter on 19 May 2022.

The regalia and other belongings which has been housed in the Royal Albert Memorial Museum & Art Gallery in Exeter since 1878, include a buckskin shirt, pair 
of leggings, a knife with feather bundle, two beaded bags and a horsewhip. These objects once belonged to Chief Crowfoot, an important late nineteenth-century 
Blackfoot leader.

Following a blessing at the museum, the regalia will be packed and returned to Canada, where it will be redisplayed in the Blackfoot Crossing Historical Park, a 
museum focussing on Siksika cultural heritage and the preservation of their way of life. The geographic area is of great spiritual significance to the Siksika Nation 
and Blackfoot Crossing Historical Park is built on the site of the signing of the Blackfoot Treaty, also known as Treaty 7, in September 1877. It is also the place 
where Crowfoot died. 

Exeter City Councillors voted unanimously to return the regalia in April 2020 but COVID-19 travel restrictions have meant that it is only now possible to complete 
the repatriation.

Jon-Paul Hedge, Exeter City Council’s Director with responsibilities including the museum, said, “After agreeing this momentous step more than two years ago, we 
are now pleased to return Crowfoot’s regalia to the Siksika Nation. We hope it marks the start of an ongoing relationship between Exeter and the Siksika people.”
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Chief Crowfoot said, “Bringing these items back home to Siksika is a historic event. Many items left Siksika and other Nations and were scattered across the globe. 
Now the tides are turning and these items are finding their way back home. Crowfoot’s entire essence is in and around Blackfoot territory and this is where his 
belongings should be housed.

“We are building strong relationships with curators at several museums as well as private collectors in an effort to bring items such as the ones coming home back 
to their rightful place. There are many more Blackfoot items still in need of being claimed and repatriated back to their rightful homeland. To me, it is not as impor-
tant how these items left Siksika, but what is important is how we bring them back home.”

The Siksika Nation will lend Chief Crowfoot’s belongings to Blackfoot Crossing Historical Park for display and the education of all peoples around their significance 
as part of world history, together with their journey to the UK and their return to the Chief’s traditional homelands.

Chief Crowfoot’s Regalia arrive in Moh-kíns-tsis - May 25, 2022

Chief Crowfoot’s Regalia from the handover event in Exeter last week arrived in Moh-kíns-tsis (Calgary) on May 25th, 2022 greeted by Siksika Nation members 
including Chief and Council and elder Eve Yellow Old Woman. Siksika Nation Chief Ouray Crowfoot and a delegation from Siksika took possession of sacred 
regalia in a handover event in Exeter on May 19th, 2022. The regalia and other belongings had been housed in the Royal Albert Memorial Museum & Art Gallery in 
Exeter since 1878, include a buckskin shirt, pair of leggings, a knife with feather bundle, two beaded bags and a horsewhip. These objects once belonged to Chief 
Crowfoot, an important late nineteenth-century Blackfoot leader. The Siksika Nation will lend Chief Crowfoot’s belongings to Blackfoot Crossing Historical Park for 
display.

Work Begins on RCMP Satellite Office in Siksika – May 27, 2022

Siksika Nation Chief and Council has selected MODUS as the builders for the new RCMP Satellite office in Siksika. In the design stage of the new project, the 
RCMP Satellite office will be built near the site of the old Crowfoot School and is expected to be completed in the fall of 2022.

“The Public Safety Task Force is excited for construction to begin, after an extensive process, checking all the boxes and requirements for project this significant, 
we are on the right path to completing this project. Thank you to the administration, the RCMP and Modus for helping this project become a reality.” Public Safety 
Task Force Chairperson, Councillor Carlin Black Rabbit

In 2004, MODUS disrupted the modular construction industry through its proprietary Structurally Insulated Panel (SIP) design, first developed and executed 
to showcase a new design concept that addressed the inherent problems and constraints with traditional modular construction. The result is an industry-leading 
offsite construction system that provides attractive, efficient and comfortable solutions to our partner clients in the commercial, educational, healthcare and public 
sectors. While MODUS can deliver your project using any (and all) traditional construction materials, our proprietary, custom-built Structurally Insulated Panels 
(SIP) that can be used on their own or to compliment steel and wood structures in order to achieve your goals.

At MODUS, we see the world and our projects without limits. In order to achieve shared goals with our clients, we enter into a true partnership our clients, and 
honour it with collaboration, communication and mutual respect.

Our vision is to make offsite construction the answer to any building need and occupancy, whether it be new school construction to address fluctuating enrol-
ments, recreation centres in support of rural communities, custom homes, and commercial applications. We see MODUS built solutions in every community across 
Canada.

Key Team Members:

Robert Maniere, P.Eng. - VP of Operations
Robert is responsible for the overall management of the business operations at Modus Structures with over 25 years of progressive operations experience in multi-
plant manufacturing environments. He has significant experience in the design, engineering, and manufacturing of Modular multi-unit lodging, educational, indus-
trial, agricultural and administration facilities.

Ron Hegdahl, P.Tech (Eng.) - Design & QA Manager
Ron is responsible for the design and quality assurance departments at Modus Structures with over 30 years of modular construction design experience, special-
izing in multi-storey wood construction. Ron has worked on many modular projects throughout the world, with buildings located on six of the seven continents, 
ranging from single family dwellings, multi-family, commercial, industrial, and institutional buildings.

Mike MacLeod - Superintendent
Mike is responsible for overall management and build sequencing of the 33 build spots at Modus’ facility located at Crossfield, Ab. Mike has extensive experience 
in Modular Construction and Installation, recently having completed over 300,000 square feet of modular manufacturing and installation for a large Cannabis proj-
ect in Olds, AB. He has experience in managing large remote projects with large site crews and has experience working with Alberta Infrastructure.

East Siksika Community Centre Project Update – May 30, 2022

The Community Centre Task Force initiated a feasibility study in summer 2021 tasking Stantec to collect data, consult, analyze and present formal findings to the 
Nation on options for proposed development of an East Siksika Nation Community Centre located on the grounds of the previous Crowfoot School building. The 
Crowfoot Elementary School west wing was demolished in 2021 with the remaining gym structure left intact with the possibility of a complete retrofit and expansion 
for a Community Centre complex.

The Feasibility Study outlined three options for consideration, ranging in size, scope and ultimately cost. Stantec held several focus group meetings with the com-
munity, elders, and youth over the last several months, culminating in one last community survey which closed May 13, 2022. The Feasibility study also outlined in 
the community survey a fourth option - a completely new building complex not involving a retrofit of the old gym structure.

The Feasibility Study findings will be presented to the Community Centre Task Force on May 30, 2022 by Stantec for review and discussions on potential next 
steps.

Indian Residential School Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) Project Update – May 30, 2022

In line with efforts of various other First Nations across Canada working to research, locate and identify unmarked graves because of the Indian Residential School 
system, Siksika Nation has also been actively working with the University of Alberta’s Institute of Prairie and Indigenous Archaeology (IPIA) since summer of 2021 
to begin the long road towards meeting and completing this activity. Phase 1 activities took place in late summer and fall on Siksika Nation at the Old Sun and 
Crowfoot Residential School areas with some moderate collection of data being analysed: identifying some potential anomalies. The Nation and U of A held a com-
munity update meeting April 12, 2022 at the SRDL Business Centre outlining Phase 1 results to the community as well as outlining 2022 proposed activities.

Siksika Nation also procured and purchased a Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) unit in 2021 with the primary purpose of assisting this initiative in collecting field 
data. Most recently, seven Nation members undertook a week’s long training in May 2022 completing certification with Terraplus & Guideline GEO technicians 
on site. The Nation will also be able to conduct its own internal GPR review of underground activities surrounding infrastructure, water works, pipelines and other 
items unseen to the human eye.

With the 2022 summer field season upon us, activities will begin soon with additional field training and data collection taking place with the IPIA and Siksika Na-
tions’ GPR technicians on hand, with a first initial field training visit taking place June 2-3, 2022. In addition, due to poor soil reading conditions and heavy devel-
opment, other research techniques (i.e. Resistivity review) will need to be considered in the Crowfoot school area for 2022, as well as further GPR research and 
field work being planned in the Old Sun area within the 2022 field study area. Archival information, data collection, research and review efforts are in the planning 
stages and will require concerted efforts by the Nation as well moving this initiative forward.
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The return of Chief Crowfoot’s items 
is significant to Siksika’s identity           

By Wesley Water Chief

It was a powerful moment as members 
of the Siksika Nation welcomed home items 
belonging to Chief Crowfoot, a revered nine-
teenth-century Blackfoot chief, an influential 
leader in the Blackfoot Confederacy, and a sig-
natory of the Blackfoot Treaty (Treaty 7).  

This historical moment was not lost on 
those witnessing the arrival of Crowfoot’s per-
sonal items: a buckskin shirt, a pair of leggings, 
a knife with feather bundle, two beaded bags 
and a horsewhip, back to Blackfoot territory. 
Items that had left the continent approximately 
150 years ago and were housed in the Royal 
Albert Memorial Museum & Art Gallery in Ex-
eter, England, since 1878. 

The items arrived to a Canada Customs 
hanger at the Calgary International Airport on 
May 25, and emotions were high as welcome 
home ceremonial songs, dances, and prayers 
were conducted. Siksika leaders and others 
who had made the trek to Exeter, England 
to arrange the transfer of the items, also de-
scribed the trip, the significance of the items 
to the tribe, and how repatriated items will en-
hance the identity of the Blackfoot people.  

Siksika Nation Chief Ouray Crowfoot, who 
was part of that delegation, said those same 
emotions were felt by those in Exeter during a 
traditional ceremony there. “When we went to 
Exeter, it was very powerful. A lot of people in 
the room were emotional and when Kent and 
Herman sang it was like you could feel the life 
coming back into these items, the spirits com-
ing back,” said Ouray.  

Ouray said the delegation also visited oth-
er museums in England as well, where other 
Blackfoot items were identified, some dating 
back to the 1820s. He said efforts will be made 
on repatriating those items as well and that it is 
a new day and age when it comes to repatriat-
ing items from museums.   

“Now is the time and these items are com-
ing home. Years before the museum curators 
weren’t too open to us going back, but when 
we went over this time the curators were, any-

thing we asked for was brought out. I think it is 
a new time now,” said Ouray. 

“These things went away shortly after the 
signing of the Blackfoot Treaty, but now these 
items are coming back and you guys are all 
part of that, all the songs, all the dances, a 
lot of people in this room are former chiefs or 
councilors and have been in a leadership role.”

Ouray said some repatriated items, es-
pecially items used in ceremonies, were not 
meant to be stored away in a museum and 
could possibly be put back into circulation. 
He said time will tell what will happen to those 
items.   

“None of these items were made for a mu-
seum, they were made to be used. They were 
made to be used in our ceremonial ways or to 
just be used by our people, but they went into 
museums. But now we are getting them back 
and some of these items in these boxes may 
be returned and transferred out and some will 
go back into museums, but that is going to be 
worked out in time.”

Councilor Kent Ayoungman who was part 
of the delegation spoke about the govern-
ment’s efforts to extinguish the Blackfoot cul-
ture, language, and way of life. He spoke about 
efforts made in the mid 90s to repatriate sacred 
items and how those efforts are still being car-
ried on. 

“Today we are striving for that, to make 
our camps strong. With all these sacred things 
coming back it is making us who we are, it is 
completing us who we are again as Siksikati-
stapi. With more of our sacred items, more 
of our sacred belongings coming back to our 
people, it is really strengthening who we are as 
Siksika, Siksikatistapi,” said Ayoungman. 

“In Exeter, when we were getting ready 
to pack these items, we said prayers that we 
come back home safely. We are here today. 
We sang songs. The thing about bringing these 
things home, the way I think about it, we are 
bringing more and more of who we are back to 
our people, at Siksika.” 

Ayoungman also talked about the signifi-
cance of Blackfoot ceremonies and the wel-

come home ceremony. 
“In the old days, when they would go 

against tribes outside of Blackfoot country, 
they sang songs for them to make that jour-
ney. That they be safe. When they come home, 
they sang songs when they were coming over 
the hill. When they are coming from a distance 
they knew our people were victorious and com-
ing home safely.”                 

Herman Yellow Old Woman not only con-
ducted the ceremonies in Exeter and in Cal-
gary but also played a big part in the return of 
these repatriated items. He was part of a del-
egation that had made the same trip years ear-
lier and had laid the groundwork for the return 
of these items to Canada.  

“I often talk about this. Our elders, many of 
them have gone. There are very few ceremo-
nial elders in our nation. They told us how to 
approach our ceremonial and sacred things 
that are in these museums. They always say 
‘talk to them.’ Tell them that you are not here 
to disturb them. You tell them I am here to give 
you notice you are going to come home some-
day. Sometimes we don’t realize how powerful 
those words are,” said Yellow Old Woman. 

“Today it gives me goosebumps talking 
about that they are home, they are back with 
us. And our people, as you heard, are going 
to continue to prosper and be strong. My grati-
tude to today and the future generations. You 
heard prayer and that is for future generations. 
Those generations that are coming, they are 
going to see who they are and where we come 
from.”          

Ouray said the return of the Chief Crow-
foot’s regalia and items is significant and is one 
more piece to a puzzle. For years the federal 
government tried to erase the identity of Sik-
sika and other First Nations through outlawing 
practices, residential schools, 60’s Scoop, etc. 

“So, a lot of our stuff was gone, our sacred 
ways were outlawed, so now that these things 
are coming back, it’s like each one of these 
are puzzle pieces coming back completing the 
puzzle to make us whole as a Blackfoot peo-
ple,” said Ouray. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Photo by Wesley Water Chief
Councillor Kent Ayoungman sings traditional song at ceremony along side Siksika elder Eve Yellow Old Woman and Chief Ouray Crowfoot. 
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By Carly Weasel Child

Siksika Family Services, with their new 
program “Prevention/Early Intervention 
Program”, hosted a Mother’s Day drive-
thru giveaway at the administration park 
May 6.

The program description states, “a 
culturally designed program to help the 
Siksika children and their families stay to-
gether,” will focus on Siksika traditions and 
healing.

The program aims to strengthen Sik-
sika families and prioritize cultural knowl-
edge and language. For the event, staff 
gave teddy bears for the children and flow-
ers, mint plants, mugs, and program infor-
mation for the mothers and attendees.

MarNai Yellow Horn, Program Coordi-
nator, shared that she is excited for the up-
coming events for the program and wants 
to strengthen culture and knowledge for 
Siksika children. 

Yellow Horn stated that it was important 
to have an event on Mother’s Day, as she 
shares that the Blackfoot culture is matriar-
chal and we have to always give back and 
give respect.

“We wanted this event for Mother’s Day 
because I think with our Blackfoot ways, 
it’s matriarchal. Our mother figures are so 
strong, and they’re the glue holding us to-
gether,” said Yellow Horn. 

“For prevention/early intervention, it’s 
a new program. Our goal is to reduce the 
number of kids coming into care. We want 
to be able to strengthen our families, keep 
our children at home, and really change 
that intergenerational trauma of residen-

tial school, sixties scoop, and the history of 
child welfare. 

It’s not an easy thing to do when the 
history has been so traumatizing for our 
community. So this prevention program, I 
really see it as strength base and cultur-
ally effective. We want to use our Black-
foot language more and we have culture 
events planned. Including our Siksika ways 
of knowing is so important, because once 
we know who we are I think we’re able to 
make better decisions and better choices 
for our families.”

Jarrett Pretty Young Man, Culture Co-
ordinator, shared that it is important to 
always include our culture. With every-
thing that Indigenous peoples have been 

through, Pretty Young Man said it is crucial 
to go back to our culture and learn what 
they tried to take away from the people. 

“It’s important to have the culture as-
pect. It’s our existence, especially with ev-
erything that has happened. It’s what we 
have to do to heal ourselves, we have to go 
back to our culture. What had happened, 
everything that they tried to take away from 
us. It’s the most important thing right now. 
We’re really looking forward to all the up-
coming culture programs.”

You can follow Siksika Family Servic-
es on their Facebook page Siksika Fam-
ily Services for any upcoming information, 
programs, and events.

New Family Services Program 
Hosts Mother’s Day Giveaway         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Photo by Carly Weasel Child
Program Coordinator MarNai Yellow Horn said with the Blackfoot culture being matriarchal it is important to celebrate Mother’s Day.

                                                                                                                                                     Photo by Carly Weasel Child
Prevention/Early Intervention Program celebrates Mother’s Day with community.
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Siksika People, Places, and Faces   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             Photo by Wesley Water Chief
 Chief Ouray Crowfoot, elected members of council, along with Siksika Nation members were on hand to partake and welcome home Chief Crowfoot’s items. 

                                                                                                Photo by Wesley Water Chief
Louise Doore, Joset Melting Tallow, Tina Ayoungman 

                                                                                                 Submitted by C&C
Chief Crowfoot’s regalia handover in Exeter on May 19.

                                                                                                              Photo by Wesley Water Chief
Hand drummers at the Welcome Home ceremony on May 25.

                                                                                                 Photo by Wesley Water Chief
Canada Border Service Agency offer gifts of tobacco at ceremony.

                                            Photo by Wesley Water Chief
Siksika Nation Chief Ouray Crowfoot

                                            Photo by Wesley Water Chief
Repatriator Herman Yellow Old Woman

                                            Photo by Wesley Water Chief
Siksika Elder Eve Yellow Old Woman
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Clinic Hours
Tuesday - Friday
9:00am - 4:00pm

DENTISTS:
-Dr. Deb Crowfoot

-Dr. Garet Herget

-Dr. Davis Fox

-Dr. Kayla Leugner-Lavallee

                                                                                                       Photo by Wesley Water Chief
The Old Sun Indian relay racing team placed in fourth place in the 

final race at the Leduc Century Mile Track on the May long weekend. 

                                                                                                     Photo submitted by C&C 
Chief and Council meet with Consul General 

                                                                                                      Photo submitted by C&C
Chief and Council met with College of Physicians and Surgeons of AB.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             Photo by Wesley Water Chief
Howard Scalplock, Fred Rabbit Carrier, Andrew Bear Robe, Kent Ayoungman, Chief Ouray Crowfoot, and Herman Yellow Old Woman
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Siksika Support Centre 
offering integrated services

Submitted by Siksika Support 
Centre

Oki Niksokowaiks, we would like 
to formally introduce ourselves as 
the new Intake Assessors with the 
Siksika Support Centre. Our names 
are Leandra Waterchief, Tasheena 
Black Kettle and Evans Yellow Old 
Woman. Linda Little Chief is the 
Project Coordinator for the Siksika 
Support Centre.

The Siksika Support centre was 
created in the spirit of traditional 
Siksika Values, with interagency 
partnerships, the Siksika Support 
Centre is an accessible community 
centre in which individuals and fam-
ilies feel welcome and supported. 

Strengthening relationships be-
tween Siksika service areas and 
the people they serve is integral in 
building the foundation of the inte-
grated service model. 

The Siksika Support Centre will 
be a facility whereby Siksika service 
areas will collaborate to deliver in-

formation, emotional, social, and 
cultural supports in addition to inte-
grated, accessible, extended hour, 
wrap around services. This is to 
strengthen connections with each 
other , community members, and 
the Siksika Way of Life.

We are very excited to serve the 
people of Siksika. We are currently 
open to all Siksika Nation members 
in need of extra support. We are 
open 7 days a week. Monday - Fri-
day 8:00 am to 10:00 pm, Saturday 
& Sunday 12:00 pm to 8:00 pm. 
Agency and Self referrals welcome. 

To get into contact with us or if 
you have any questions about our 
program, please do not hesitate to 
call or text us at (403)-499-8694 or 
call our office at (403) 734-5711.

Please follow us on Facebook 
(Siksika Support Centre) for infor-
mation about programming and 
resources available at the Siksika 
Support Centee. We can also be 
reached via email at: sscintake@
siksikanation.com

                                                Photo by Wesley Water Chief 
Leandra Waterchief, Evans Yellow Old Woman, Tasheena 

Black Kettle, Linda Little Chief

Wrestling returns to Siksika 
Nation after a long hiatus 

By Ryan Running Rabbit
Siksika Health Communica-
tions

On Saturday, May 21st, 
at 3 p.m., a ring bell rang in 
Siksika for the first time in de-
cades. Siksika Health Services 
and Dungeon Wrestling came 
together to put on the “Show-
down at the Arbor” for the com-
munity.

The packed show featured 
six action-packed matches in-
cluding a main event headlined 
by Calgary’s own Raj “Money” 
Singh, who some may recog-
nize from appearances on IM-
PACT Wrestling, and Wavell 
“The First Nation Sensation” 
Starr. 

During his performance 
Wavell Starr delivered a touch-
ing story about why following 
and working on your dreams 
is important for First Nations 
youth.

This event was months in 
the making, but the story goes 
back even further than that. 
Years ago, professional wres-
tling, specifically Stampede 
Wrestling, was the “it” thing 
to follow and watch for Nation 

Members.
This is no different for Sik-

sika Health Services CEO, Dr. 
Tyler White, who grew up a 
fan, imitating the famous Hart 
Foundation with his friend Ja-
son Doore. 

“At the time wrestling was 
very big in our high school, and 
many of us had dreams and 

aspirations of being a wrestler 
or connected to wrestling in 
some way,” - Tyler White

The admiration of Bret Hart 
is where is all started, to now 
collaborating with Bret’s son, 
Dallas Hart, founder of mod-
ern-day wrestling promotional 
business, Dungeon Wrestling. 
The Hart Family have become 

dear friends of Siksika Health 
Services.

Be sure to join Siksika 
Health Services on June 6th 
and 7th for the 20th anniver-
sary of the Siksika Health Fair 
where Bret “The Hitman” Hart 
will talk shop about wrestling 
and men’s health with the Cal-
gary Hitmen’s Rob Kerr.

                                                                                                                                                                             Photo by SHS Communications

Dr. Tyler White, Dallas Hart, Carlin Black Rabbit, and Bret Hart at Dungeon Wrestling Siksika event. 
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In Loving Memory of 
Drew Spring Chief

                          AS I SIT IN HEAVEN
As I sit in heaven and watch you everyday
I try to let you know with signs, I never went away
I hear you when you’re laughing, and watch you as you sleep
I even place my arms around you to calm you when you weep
I see you wish the days away, begging to have me home
So I try to send you signs so you know you are not alone
Don’t feel guilty that you have life that was denied to me
Heaven is truly beautiful, just you wait and see
So live your life, laugh again, enjoy yourself, be free
Then I know with every breath you take, 
You’ll be taking one for me (Author unknown)

Remembering You With Love: Parents Delia & Harley and Drake 
(Nabrissa), Dawn (Shane), Nephews/Nieces, Special Brother/Sisters

Aug. 9, 1995 - May 5, 2021
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Layda Rabbir Carrier, 14, 
High School Student
“ As a youth I would like to see more parks 
and after school activities or groups in the fu-
ture. The parks have been there for such a 
long time and it would be nice to see some up-
grading to the community parks. And with the 
groups after school I think it’ll give the teens 
and kids something to do after school.”

Sage Bearhat, 18, 
Post-Secondary Summer Student 
““ I’d like to maybe see a treatment centre for 
those dealing with addictions & can’t get help 
off the reserve. The community should better 
support those who can’t support themselves, 
the money can help provide aid for people in 
need. The elders lodge should also be upgrad-
ed because those are our knowledge keepers, 
we should provide them a comfortable shelter. 
Lastly, maybe providing fully functional homes 
for those across the community, elders or 
young children could be at danger if they don’t 
have safe water or homes.”

Daish Two Horns, 32, 
Post-Secondary Summer Student
““There are so many things I can think of that 
the Nation can do with the money that we will 
be receiving. One thing that comes to mind 
for me is mental health. What I would like to 
see is more space and resources created for 
us, such as individual or group sessions that 
are consistent and held often for our members 
to utilize and look forward to. I feel this would 
be a great opportunity to build community and 
connection.”

Zoe Cutter, 19, 
Post-Secondary Summer Student
“ There are a lot of opportunities this money 
will bring to the nation, so we should use it to 
benefit our community and it’s important that 
this money will benefit everyone, especially 
the Elders in Siksika Nation. We could rebuild 
the lodge and make a more secure gated com-
munity built specifically for the elders. Siksika
Nation could become more energy efficient, 
we could install solar panels so we don’t con-
tribute to global warming, and the nation could 
become more independent. For example, we 
can have more indigenous owned businesses 
open up, more retail stores on the reserve and 
then the rest can go to youth facilities, like a 
swimming pool hall, or an arcade centre, may-
be another sports venue with a variety of sport 
options.”

Tyler Poor Eagle, 27, 
Post-Secondary Summer Student
“There are changes in the community that ev-
eryone needs to do and also see happen. We 
all need to put in input on what we could invest 
in, and build up in these small businesses. We 
need to make our elders proud of our youth 
and upcoming youth.”

Siksika Media’s post-secondary summer student 
Asia LePretre asked Siksika youth: “What changes or 
upgrades would you like to see in the community with 
the money Siksika Nation is receiving in the 1910 settle-
ment?”

Siksika Media Post-
Secondary Student           

Oki, niitanikko Kootanakii. Hi, my name is Asia LePretre. 
Kootanakii is my Blackfoot name given to me by my grandpar-
ents, it stands for Woman Across The Mountains. My parents 
are Rose Running Rabbit and the late Melvin LePretre. I have 
three older sisters and one younger brother which makes me 
the fourth youngest out of my siblings. 

More things about myself is that I love being around my fam-
ily and friends, I like any genre of music and my favourite movie 
genres would be horror, comedy and adventure! My hobbies 
include writing poems or short stories, I also enjoy gardening 
and baking. I am currently enrolled at Mount Royal University, 
where I am taking my Bachelors Degree for Journalism, as well 
I finished my first year as a post-secondary student and will be 
returning in the fall. 

The reason why I chose to study journalism is because I 
love telling stories and I feel like I am a very outspoken person. 
I believe as a journalist I can help be a voice for those who feel 
unheard and even though the media cannot solve the world’s 
problems, it can contribute to creating awareness and sympa-
thy, help raise funds, and it encourages people to take action for 
those affected.  

Benjamin Franklin said “Whoever would overthrow the lib-
erty of a nation must begin by judging the freeness of speech.” 
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Blackfoot Crossing Historical Park is open           
By Shayde Yellow Old Woman, 
Blackfoot Crossing Communications

Oki Siksika, Blackfoot Crossing Historical 
Park is proud to announce that we are 100% 
open to the public. Along with some exciting 
events that will be taking place, we are ex-
tremely enthusiastic to share the rich history of 
Siksika Nation.

A COMING home ceremony scheduled for 
May 25th will be held, as Chief Crowfoots rega-
lia will be returning back to Blackfoot territory.  
Siksika Nation will be lending Crowfoots be-
longings to Blackfoot Crossing Historical Park 
and will proudly be on display for all to see. 
These items include a Buckskin shirt, a pair of 
leggings, a knife with feather bundle, two bead-
ed bags and a horsewhip.

In 1878 Chief Crowfoots regalia was lent to 
a museum in Exeter England and in 1904 it was 
purchased by the museum. Having these items 
for so long and so far from home, Elders from 
Siksika Nation made a trip to Exeter England 
in 2013. A formal request was made by Siksika 
Elders to have these sacred items repatriated 
back to its rightful home.

BCHP would also like to introduce and wel-
come our new kitchen head cook Joey Big To-
bacco, along with his line cooks Star Calf Robe 
and Patricia Goodrunning. There’s a new thrill-
ing menu with daily lunch specials and extend-
ed hours. 9am to 430pm Monday to Friday. 

Come on down and partake in the cultural 
aspect of BCHP and experience the authentic 
Tipi Park that is set to open June 8th.  

So, stay tuned for more upcoming events in 
the months to come. 

See you all very soon.                                                                                                                                                      Photo by Cory Alston
Blackfoot Crossing Historial Park Head Cook Joey Big Tobacco prepares food for guests. 

                                                                                                                                        Photo by Shayde Yellow Old Woman
General Manager Stephen Yellow Old Woman oversees the unloading of Chief Crowfoot’s re-

galia at the Blackfoot Crossing Historical Park where it will go on display starting in June. 
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Check out and Like our Facebook page, “Siksika Media” for the latest and breaking news, pictures and videos.


