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Siksika Nation Chief and Council Community Update: Nov. 2022

Siksika Nation Chief and Council official release of 2019-2022 Summary Report – Nov. 01, 2022

As the 2019-2022 term ends, a summary report was compiled to help signify and provide transparency for all the work and 
continuous initiatives that this terms Chief and Council have demonstrated. 

Physical copies can be found at various businesses/areas throughout the Nation. More info and downloadable pdf can be found 
at www.siksikanation.com 

In partnership with the Community Relations Task Force and Chatterson marketing firm, the Nation Launched ‘Walk 
With Siksika’ campaign – November, 2022

To help better create connection with Alberta, Siksika Nation launches the ‘Walk With Siksika’ ad campaign to help showcase 
the Nation and bring awareness, teachings and understandings with those across Alberta and Western Canada. 

Ad placements can be found along Glenmore Trail, Macleod Trail, Calgary, and Edmonton airports, and even during pre-show 
ad spots at various cinemas.
 
They will be in circulation until December. See www.WalkWithSiksika.com for more information.

Women’s Headdress Society Headdress Transfer 

On November 3rd, 2022, three Siksika Nation women were chosen to receive headdresses through the Women’s Headdress 
Society. The transfer of headdresses to these women were supported by Siksika Nation Chief and Council and is one of their 
continuous initiatives to celebrate women by the way of headdress transfers. 

The four women who were celebrated are Sikapinakii Low Horn, Lucille Wright, Lydia McDonald, and Mary McDonald.

Women’s Head Dress transfer event. Photo submitted by the Office of Chief and Council



Submitted by Blackfoot Crossing 
Communications Team

 Last month, on September 30th 
was national truth and reconciliation day. 

A day in which that coincides with 
orange shirt day. It is when we honour 
the survivors of residential schools, their 
families, their communities, and the 
children who have not made it home. 
A tragic legacy to recognize, reflection, 
action, and learning. 

Blackfoot Crossing commemorated 
by holding activities including short 
introductory films, Truth & Healing 
Talks with Siksika Nation elders, 
guided tours, and dance performances. 
It was full of learning and interactivity 
throughout the day making it a great day 
to experience for everyone.

Could you believe Joey’s Kitchen was 
sold out of their special for the first time 
on October 5th!? So couldn’t we. That 
flank and fry bread must be tasty. 

Regardless of the accomplishment, we 
would like to thank our kitchen staff for 
doing such tremendous work as a team. 
Joey and his team continue to amaze us 
with their meals. Be sure to look out on 
our social media for his special.

On October 17th, we were very pleased 
to welcome Mayor of Calgary, Jyoti 
Gondek to Blackfoot Crossing along 

with Chief Ouray Crowfoot and Council. 
We feel appreciated upon the news of 
her arrival and were in awe. Jyoti and 
Chief & Council Enjoyed the short video 
introductory to Blackfoot Crossing and 
viewed the exhibits below briefly. We 
hope she comes back again as she is 
welcome back to experience more.

On Friday October 28th, the traditional 
honouring of Jim Stevens for 2022 
Indian National Finals Rodeo World 
Champion Steer Wrestler was hosted at 
Blackfoot Crossing Historical Park. It 
was truly a blessing to have been apart 
of something so significant. We would 
just like to congratulate Jim Stevens 
for being a tremendous role model to 
Siksika Nation. 
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Check out and Like our Facebook page. “Siksika Media” for the latest and breaking news, pictures and videos.

Mayor Jyoti Gondek Visits Blackfoot Crossing

Photo of Mayor Jyoti Gondek and Chief 

Ouray Crowfoot. Photo by Cory Alston, 

Communications team

Photo of Jim Stevens. Photo by Shayde 

Yellow Old Woman, 

Communications Team

Clarence “Agar” Wolfleg (left).

 Photo by Shayde Yellow Old Woman, 

Communications Team

   
AISKAPIMOHKIIKS 
PROGRAM UPDATE

Oki,

In October/November 
2022, Aiskapimohkiiks 
completed their second 
Arbitration training. 

The first training occurred 
in March 2007. 

The second arbitration 
started in October 2022 
and last day of training was 
November 4, 2022. 

There were a total of nine 
days of arbitration training 
and eight new arbitrators 
were trained. 

There are now ten 

individuals who are trained 
in arbitration under the 
Aiskapimohkiiks Agency. 

The Arbitration Model 
used by Aiskapimohkiiks 
Tribunal is:

A process by which an 
impartial neutral body 
is given the power to 
make final decisions or 
determination concerning a 
dispute. 

This only happens when 
Mediation fails to bring 
about a friendly agreement 
or settlement between 
the parties.  Or there is a 
referral requesting for an 
arbitration hearing apart of 
any mediation. 

The settlement or 
agreement is binding to 
both parties.

Photo submitted by Siksika Justice department
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I aim to serve in a good way for 
our Nation and continue to put 
who we are as Siksikai’tsitapi at 
the forefront when engaging and 
negotiating with Naapiikowaiks 

ki Aoka’kihtsimaiks (Non-Blackfoot, provincial 
and federal lawmakers) – Kent Ayoungman

 My name is Akomianiistsitipiakii 
(Many Nations Woman) Candace 
Backfat, I was raised on the westend 
by my late grandparents Philip & Jean 
Backfat also by a village of strong 
Blackfoot women my aunties Julia, the 

late Aldina, Esther and Elsie. My 
communication skills and ability to think 
outside the box can be an asset in moving our 
nation passed its boundaries. My focus areas are 
addictions, education, infrastructure and the 
needs of OUR PEOPLE – Candace Backfat

Leadership is a submission to duty. Not 
to elevate to power 
- Carlon K Big Snake

We need leaders who will 
be more involved in the 
community. leadership is a 
voice for the people. 
- Edeena BigTabacco

 Oki my name is Carlin Black 
Rabbit, I am seeking re-election 
for the upcoming Siksika Nation 
2022 election: Thank you Siksika 
Nation for your trust. I value and 
respect the tremendous support 

from our elders, youth and collective 
community – Carlon Black Rabbit

Unavailable -Dyan Breaker

Unavailable - Ruben (Buck) Breaker

I am a proud father of five children and am 
carrying on our family legacy of farming, 
ranching and leadership. I am honored to 
be nominated for the 2022 Siksika Chief & 
Council for a position on Council. Our Siksika 
Nation is a strong and vibrant community that 
continues to require intelligent and educated 
leadership, both traditionally and academically, 
to achieve economic milestones for the benefit 
of our future generations - Shane Breaker

 I am seeking re-election as 
councillor. I think we have a 
unique opportunity to put together 
one of the most educated councils 
in the country and continue the 
momentum we have built up this 

past term. The changes this past council has 
accomplished is evident and I am extremely 
proud of all that has been outlined in the 2019-
2022 term in review - Samuel Crowfoot

Unavailable - Strater Crowfoot

Let’s work together to improve 
quality of life, preserve our 
language and develop youth 
economic opportunities. I 
cannot wait to see what we can 

create together in the future. 
- Owen Crane Bear

 I have been nominated to run for 
this year Siksika Nation council. For 
the past 15yrs I have been employed 
by Grey Eagle Resort and casino as 
a security/surveillance supervisor. 
You may know me as the “Ref” as I 

have been a referee for over 30 years now. I 
would love to serve the nation as one of your 
councillors - Dion Daniels

 I am very honored and 
humbled to have been 
nominated for council, if 
elected I am committed to work 
hard for Siksika, but more 
importantly to approach this 

honorable designation with integrity, an open 
mind and the ability to listen to others and 
Matapiiks - Keon Doore

Unavailable - Armond Duck Chief

 As an educator, I have been 
fortunate to have worked with 
on-reserve communities that 
have provided opportunities for 
learning and growth. 
Indigenous Philosophies and 

approaches that strengthen the learning 
environment – Craig Duck Chief

 I believe in equal and fair 
treatment for all nation members 
and will continue to be a voice for 
all I will continue to support 
dealing with issues that affect the 
whole community such as:

Preserving our land and water resources, Taking 
care of our environment, Food security
Access to health services, such as mental health 
and addictions - Jenny Goodin

Unavailable - William Jerry

 I will serve the Siksika Nation with 
honor, trust, honesty, and diplomacy. 
At the same time, I am promoting 
accountability, transparency, and 
equality. I will voice and advocate 

Siksika members’ concerns to all levels of 
governance. Furthermore, I will Protect our 
Human, Indigenous and Treaty Rights 
- Alfred Low Horn

Unavailable - Kenneth Many Heads

 My truth. My perspective. 
Leadership must be united. 
Together we can solve community 
issues, concerns and problems. 
Leadership must be balanced. 

Together we can create a safe and coordinated 
community. As my ancestors, before me, I will 
lead with Siksika values: Compassion. 
Generosity. Equality. Humbleness
 - Gabriella Many Shots

 Oki Niksokowaiksi! As a 
current member of Siksika 
Chief and Council I have 
worked diligently to fulfill my 
duties to the people of Siksika. I 
have been instrumental in many 

of the successful initiatives that have been 
completed this term – Tracy Mchugh

I combined my dialogue with 
Siksika member’s to setup an 
approach to make a difference. I 
offer my wisdom, knowledge and 
experience to support and 
advocate for all Siksika 

member’s. Community meetings/ band 
meetings for needs, input, ideas and updates for 
Siksika members living on and off reserve. 
Ensure financial accountability and advocate for 
a Siksika plan with outcomes for properity, 
health and long-term stability. 
- Reynold Medicine Traveller 

 Inclusiveness Leadership must 
conduct meaningful consultation 
with the membership,
A Youth Caucus or similar body, 
Elders assist leadership balance 
modern ideas with traditional 

values. Support off-reserve members, our 
language and culture are vital. Support & 
encourage small businesses and entrepreneurs, 
A detox centre, treatment centre and after-care 
facilities – Paul Melting Tallow

  Will advocate for: Honor our 
Treaty Rights, Wellness, 
Education, Inclusion for our 
special needs and vulnerable 
Siksika Members, improve our 
Infrastructure, Revitalize our 
communities

 - Stewart Own Chief

Unavailable - Kendall Panther Bone

 I am most experienced, proven 
performance, genuinely cares. believes 
a better Siksika starts today, it’s time 
for a change let’s make a difference, 
make Siksika leaders work for people 
again working together for change. 

For this change to happen I will work hard with 
the people to continue to stay as a positive 
strong leading nation
 - Gordon J (Mugsy) Red Crow

Siksika Nation Chief and Council 2022: Meet Your Siksika Nation Chief and Council 2022: Meet Your 
Candidates running in this term’s Siksika electionsCandidates running in this term’s Siksika elections
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 Oki, I’m from the Water Chief, 
Yellow Horse, Low Horn, 
Many Bears, Many Heads and 
Poor Eagle clans, I’m fluent in 
Blackfoot. I’m familiar with 

Federal and Provincial Legislations affecting 
our Treaty and Aboriginal Rights. I’m also 
familiar with our laws, one in particular is the 
Siksika Financial Administration Act. If elected 
I will work hard for all Siksika
 - Richard Right Hand

Unavailable - Eric George Red Gun

 I believe in urban, Community 
solutions & its leadership that seeks 
to address the needs of the most 
economical disadvantaged members 
of our community, Community 
Advocacy, we need to seek solutions 

I assure all of you that your concerns will be 
brought forward, I will be your voice
 - Rufus Red Gun

 Communication, 
Transparency, & Job 
Creation. Communication 
is the most important, 

Transparency will follow if done properly. 
Siksika needs to catch up with modern 
technologies, communication being one of 
those. We have emerging industries that will 
require staff, these are jobs that didn’t exist 20 
years ago. I’m running for council for kids like 
me to have a reason to come home
- Ryan Running Rabbit

 Oki Siksikawa, I am seeking 
your support for re-election for 
council. I live by the values of 
Respect, Trust, and Honesty. 
During my last two terms (6 
years) on council, I’ve displayed 

direction and accountability while working on 
important initiatives for the people. I hope to 
continue to serve Siksika Nation and empower 
future generations of mah’tapiiks - Ike Solway

 It will be an honor to serve you 
on council, continue to work 
diligently to Improve Siksika 
Operations, and Build a Safe 
Community, Create Equality and 
Fair Opportunities for everyone. 

Together as Siksika we need to strengthen our 
Treaty & Inherent Promises: Economic 
Development, Education, Health, and Housing 
etc. Improve policies and legislations for 
INCLUSION and INVESTING of our members 
– Lou Ann Solway

As your Nation Councillor I 
will continue to work hard for 
you- the Nation members on 
reserve and urban, the elders, 
youth and most vulnerable- and 
I will continue to bring honesty 

and responsibility to Siksika Chief and Council. 
Unity In Diversity means that while we are 
one people, we must also honour individual 
needs and experiences so that we grow stronger, 
together. - Susan Solway

 Oki! My goal for the upcoming 
term is to align leadership with 
our Siksika way of life. I will also 
be advocating for strategies to 
address addiction and elder 
services. Other goals include 

using my education and experience to support 
governance, policy development, and strategic 
planning as a means to moving our Nation 
forward - Jamie Spring Chief

 My parents are the late Reverend 
Margaret Waterchief and the late 
Raymond Waterchief. I graduated 
from Mount Royal College with a 
Bachelor of Applied 
Communications and served on 
council in the 2013-2016 term. I 
also have over 20 years of work

experience serving Siksika Nation 
- Wesley Water Chief

 I am a father to a son and 
daughter, I was born in Calgary 
Alberta, Siksika Nation is my 
home. I Will maintain Services for 
health, education and housing, 
acquire community Backed up 

input for the inclusion on leadership decisions, 
Review The election System, Preserve 
Blackfoot language and culture 
– Jeffrey J Water Chief

 Oki, with the encouragement 
from family and friends, I’m 
running for Council in this 
year’s election. I worked a long 
time in Siksika and learned a lot 
about dealing with government 

on all levels. Those who know me well, know 
that open communication is one of my strong 
points. A vote for me is a vote for strength in 
Siksikaitsitapiisin - Stephanie Weasel Child

 I Guarantee to work towards 
making Siksika a safe and 
healthy community, I will focus 
on working towards prosperity 
for Siksika Nation and in the 
future we will all come and work 

together in UNITY to move forward toward a 
bright and better future - Hector Winnipeg

 Oki Niksokowaks,
My Blackfoot name is Naatom 
Aaattsistaa Kii (Holy Rabbit 
Woman). I practice a healthy 
lifestyle and believe in preserving 

our Siksika way of life. I am educated, 
solution orientated, and a strong advocate 
for our people. I believe in establishing safe 
communities, I am experienced in working with 
Indigenous, Regional and Federal Governments 
#supportHER - Marsha Wolf Collar

 I will help address the following 
Justice, Housing, Education, 
Health, Addictions.
I am determined to make positive 
changes that will benefit all Siksika 

Members. Together we are a on a healing 
journey path – Eugene Yellow Fly

Disclaimer:

Aitsiniki media made every effort to reach 

out to candidates via phone, email, and 

social media through our media teams.

We gathered our media from attendance at 

election forums provided with public infor-

mation regarding a candidates profile and 

campaign. For candidates who responded 

to our media requests, they provided their 

profile photo and short text for the special 

edition of Aitsiniki.

Unavailable candidates were contacted to 

the best of our sources.

We apologize for missing a small number 

of candidates info however all information 

regarding campaigns are solely provided 

by respective marketing and brochures 

available to the public at forums or direct 

contact with the the candidates.

Siksika Media wishes best of luck to each 

and every nominee in this year’s elections.

Siksika Nation Chief and Council 2022: Meet Your Siksika Nation Chief and Council 2022: Meet Your 
Candidates running in this term’s Siksika electionsCandidates running in this term’s Siksika elections
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Siksika People, Places, 
and Faces   

$599SA
LE $599 $499SA
LE $499

Stationary Sofa

$1299SA
LE

Is what you're looking at a little
over the budget you had set aside?

2 Piece Sectional

$1539SA
LE

HUGE SAVINGS STOREWIDE

Buy it with a Same As Cash plan and pay it off
at your own pace for up to 15 months with

NO INTEREST & NO PAYMENTS OAC!* PLUS,
be entered to win the value of your purchase

back up to $5000!
*On approved credit. Some conditions apply.

Apply Now

DON'T MISS IT

Delivery 
Available

Insightful
Queen Tight Top Mattress

Lexi 8"
Queen Foam Mattress

101 Centre St E Vulcan, AB
403-485-2414

sales@furniturevilla.com
www.furniturevilla.com

HOLIDAY

SALE
HomeHome

win
your purchase
       up to$5000

Manual Rocker Recliner

$669SA
LE

TopTopSellersSellers

Meet and Greet forum at Siksika Piiksapii arbour. Photos by Floyd Black Horse.

Farence Three Suns in his #13 hockey 

jersey at the Chestermere recreation 

centre.

Delphine Y., (right), and her partner at 

game break to watch Siksika at 

Chestermere. 
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DENTISTS:DENTISTS:
-Dr. Deb Crowfoot-Dr. Deb Crowfoot

-Dr. Garet Herget-Dr. Garet Herget

-Dr. Davis Fox-Dr. Davis Fox

-Dr. Kayla Leugner-Lavallee-Dr. Kayla Leugner-Lavallee

Announcement: First Nations Drinking Water 
Settlement

Siksika Nation will be moving forward with the help of Lucille Wright as the Siksika Nation, Drinking 
Water Administrator, and Ola Koleoso to support Nation members with their applications. 

The Courts have approved a settlement for members who are subjected to long-term drinking water advi-
sories from 1995 to 2021.
Eligible individuals born before November 20th, 1995, will be compensated if they ordinally resided on 
an impacted First Nation (E.g., Siksika Nation) for over a year during a long-term drinking water advi-
sory that lasted for a year or longer, any time between November 20th, 2013, and June 20, 2021. 

Lucille will be going to Nation member homes after work hours and meeting with residents in support of 
their applications. We appreciate your support through this process to ensure we support all Nation mem-
bers. 
For more information, please visit www.firstnationdrinkingwater.ca and/or call 1-833-252-4220.
Should you require additional information, please contact Lucille Wright at lucillew@siksikanation.com .
Application deadline:  March 7th.
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Siksika Nation Chief and Council 2022: Siksika Nation Chief and Council 2022: 
Meet Your Candidates for Chief running in this term’s Meet Your Candidates for Chief running in this term’s 
Siksika electionsSiksika elections

Oki Ma Ta Pi

“Wallets full but Spirit empty is not how we build a 
community” 

I am grandparents child “Ki pi ta po ka” raised with Siksika 
Values and Beliefs of Spirituality, Respect, Compassion, 
Empathy and Humbleness.  Our wealth and prosperity was 
measured by practicing our Siksika Values. Traditional societies 
were there to support community members through prayer, 
Respect for all community members was including them in 
the decision making process for the community, Compassion 
n Empathy by supporting our vulnerable population and being 
humble by allowing your actions speak for you.
 
It is important we incorporate our Siksika Values and Beliefs 
into our governance. 

Participation – is key cornerstone to good governance. 

Rule of Law – fair legal frameworks that are enforced by 
impartially
Transparency- information is freely available and directly 
accessible to those impacted by those decisions
Also good governance includes, Accountability, 
Responsiveness.

My goal is to establish an accountable and transparent Chief 
and Council through a Governance Act that is created and 
supported by the Community. The Governance act will define 
– roles and responsibilities, code of ethics and compensation. 
This will establish a positive relationship with the community 
and provide support to the community.
 
We as community members also need to collaborate to address 
the Physical, Emotional, Intellectual and Spirituality of our 
community members. To continue to build a vibrant
and healthy community.

 - Chief-candidate Romeo Crow Chief

On Behalf of Siksika Nation Chief and Council, it 
has been an honor to serve our membership over the 
past three years. Our goal is to improve the quality 
of life for our Nation members. The term in review 
showcases results from the hard work leadership 
has been involved in, provides transparency and 
keeps the membership informed about some of the 
accomplishments during the 2019-2022 term. Many 
of the tasks were grounded in improving our quality 
of life.

The term tested many of us within leadershiph 
as well as membership. We experienced a global 
pandemic this term, but we pulled together as 
a Nation and proved once again that we are a 
resilient people and that when we work together, 
we can overcome obstacles. With approximately 

8,000 members residing in all parts of the world, 
this review serves as an update to all. We strive 
to improve our communications through various 
mediums to help keep our membership informed.

As you read the many updates included in this 
review (Siksika Nation Chief and Council: Term 
in Review 2019-2022), you will see the future is 
extremely bright for Siksika. We look forward to 
continuing to serve matapiks and help improve the 
quality of life for all and be the voice fighting for 
equity for all Siksika. - Chief Ouray Crowfoot, 
Term in Review 2019-2022

I am asking for your vote to keep Siksika strong 
and vibrant. Allow me to work with you to 
provide solutions to many important issues that 
continuously face us from generation to generation. 
These issues exist within national and regional 
levels, in our homes, and on our nation and lands. 
I will not run a platform of promises; only the 
guarantee that I will continue to be open minded 
and realistic towards practical steps that are required 
to address contemporary issues facing our people. I 
pledge to be an open and effective leader, one that 
serves the people, providing integrity, truth, and 
transparency.

Let us work together to accomplish the goals and 
objectives set out by our ancestors, and past leaders 

to continue moving and pushing forward to attain 
the balance and recognition we have strived for 
many years and decades. My leadership is not 
about power; its about duty and making positive 
differences that are tangible and become part of our 
nation. I want you to become part of the solution 
and scrap the status quo and temporary, ineffective 
solutions to current issues facing our nation and 
you, the people. I will hear you and act upon your 
support in resolving Siksika Nation’s critical issues 
as a team. - Fred Rabbit Carrier

Oki, as Chief of Siksika Nation, I shall continue 
to protect and enhance Siksika’s inherent 
Treaty, First Nation, Constitutional and Human 
Rights for the present and long-term betterment 
of our people.

I was Siksika land claims Sr. Manager, Lead 
Technician, and Negotiator from the February 
1988-November 2016. In over 30 years as 
Siksika’s lead negotiator, I learned the process 
in settling 5 major claims.

More importantly, the Elders & other 
Knowledge holders provided sacred oral history 
pertaining to the spirit of intent of Treaty 7, 
and how more than half of our Treaty lands and 

resources were taken illegally.

During my previous term as Chief in 2016/19, 
we initiated many projects including: 
Developed and passed anti-drug bylaws, 
completed 1910 legal, financial and negotiation 
process, council agreed to develop a Siksika 
Treaty based governance initiatve.

I will continue ti implement the promises to 
our people so that we can restore our Mountain 
culture and enjoy economic benefits from 
Tourism that has been denied since 1882. 
- Joe Weasel Child
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Siksika’s Filmmaker Update: Tales from the Rez
By Douglas Winnipeg 

In September, Siksika Nation played an unlikely host to a television production crew 
shooting an APTN series. This series was written and directed by local filmmaker Trevor 
Solway. 

The genesis of this project stems from a short film made in 2017 by the Napi Collective, a 
group of grassroots filmmakers on Siksika. The Siksika shooting locations were in Cluny 
townsite, the Flats, near Tobacco Flats on the west side of the reserve, and the Siksika’s 
Rodeo AG Center which for 4 days was a full-fledged film studio. 

The cast and crew were unique as the production crew was approximately 50% Blackfoot 
and 50% outside professionals. The actors were nearly 100% indigenous from all over 
the western provinces including Siksika. The graduates from Counting Coup, the film 
camp hosted by Old Sun Community College, were used as production crew and actors 
providing them with excellent on-set experience. This series is set to air on APTN Lumi, 
APTN’s streaming service, sometime in the new year.  

Upcoming in December: Counting Coup go to Winnipeg to shoot a APTN Web series and 
two Siksika Nation Members win $20,000 Telus Storyhive Grants.  
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Siksika fighter competing in Unified 47 
By Doug Winnipeg 
On December 2, 2022, Regan Running Rabbit, a mixed martial arts (MMA) fighter from Siksika Nation, will 
compete at Unified 47 at the Genesis Centre in Calgary, AB. This will be Running Rabbit’s 7th MMA fight in 
his ten-year career. Those 7 matches were six MMA and one Muay Thai match leaving him with a career record 
of 5-1.  
Running Rabbit said, “I continue to inspire the younger First Nations generation of kids that anything is pos-
sible and to follow their dreams.” The costs for this young fighter following his dreams can be expensive since 
it requires paying out of pocket for expenses such as medical examinations, special diets, and training at a gym, 
and commuting from Calgary to Siksika.  
Running Rabbit’s opponent will be Derek Khosa out of Calgary with a 2-3-0 win-loss record. 
Unified 47 is a hosted by Unified MMA and will take place at the Genesis Center in Falconridge, Calgary. Tick-
ets are now on sale at unifiedmma.ca or at showpass.com/unified-mma-47. 

Trevor Solway debuts 
Blackfoot nation film 
at Scotiabank Theatre 
Chinook on the heels of 
ImagineNative feature 
film screening. 
By Floyd Black Horse

Film Director Trevor Solway, Siksika Nation, 
screens his first feature film at Calgary movie 
theatre. Kaatohkitopii: The Horse He Never 
Rode, is a point of view documentary film 
about his late grandfather, Sonny Solway, and 
reconciliation after his passing.

“Through reconciling that relationship with him 
I had to go back into his story,” says Solway 
about his learning about his grandfather. “A lot of it was things in residential and I think why he was emotionally unavailable is because 
when he was a kid he was denied his authentic self.” 

Solway started filmmaking after a film and television training program in Vancouver. He returned home and got his degree in Journalism 
before making films his professional career.

His first film was titled, The Old Way, a documentary about ranching and Indian cowboys.
  
“I didn’t know what I was doing back than, I just showed up with a camera at the ranch and interviewed them and filmed whatever they 
were doing at the ranch that day.”
 
Kaatohkitopii:the Horse He Never Rode, remembers Solway’s grandfather and told through re-enactments of his life. 

Through storytelling narration, Solway is able to tell the story of the Solway family on the nation and where they come from which 
includes interviews with his mother, aunties and uncles. Solway felt supported and had to hold an emotional space through the process.  

“It sent me on this journey within, find that love within me. It started off like this big ball of yarn and I had to follow that string and see 
where is it coming from and how long I have been holding on to that.”
 
Solway’s filmed came out October 27 for a one-night event. He says his cousins and aunties came out for the screening which included a 
movie ticket and full cinematic experience.

Following “Kaatohkitopii,” Solway is currently working on Tales from the Rez, an APTN web series set to begin airing in 2023. 

“I just remember waking up in his house, hearing the coffee perculating and sitting beside him. Those visists would seem to last forever.”

Photo submitted by Trevor Solway
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Check out and Like our Facebook page, “Siksika Media” for the latest and breaking news, pictures and videos.


