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Siksika Chief and Council Inauguration 2022
Siksika Nation’s Most Trusted News Source
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Chief One Gun artifact from sixties era 
offered back to Blackfoot Crossing. 

Siksika youth at Inauguration 2022. Antaya 
Cutter (Left), Miss Siksika, delivered 

welcoming remarks. 

The Buffaloes A/Captain, Brooker Pretty Young Man 
invited the Siksika Nation High School (SNHS) Natosi 

Learning Center program students & staff

The Nation’s Station
Listen to us online 

www.siksikanation.com

Like us on Facebook at 
Siksika Media

Direct message us your event 
posters, updates and ideas for 

the next issue of Aitsiniki

The results are in! Newly Elected Chief and Council take 
Oaths of Office during Inauguration ceremony at Deerfoot 

Sportsplex on Dec. 2.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DECEMBER 5, 2022 

HISTORIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE CHANGE IN CORPORATE NAME 

Siksika Na<on, AB, December 5, 2022, Siksika Resource Developments Ltd. (“SRDL”) will historically re>re on 
January 1, 2023, aEer nearly twenty-six (26) years in business, and transi>on to Siksika Group of Companies LP 
(“SGC”). SRDL has been in opera>on since February 20, 1997; has evolved through many evenSul changes, 
accomplished remarkable successes, and survived many challenges throughout its existence. 

The SRDL Shareholders (Chief and Council), Board of Directors, and Interim Chief Execu>ve Officer are elated to 
announce the change which has gone through all the proper legal requirements, approved by both governing 
bodies, and ra>fied by Band Council Resolu>on (BCR #2020-59). 

The SGC Management Team is currently working with Cha_erson, the Na>on’s Marke>ng Firm, for our 
rebranding development.  A new logo was designed, which depicts our businesses, and our new website is 
currently under construc>on, www.siksikagc.com, and is scheduled to go live in 2023.  

A Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) was signed between Siksika Group of Companies (SGC) and Siksika 
Treasury (related body), on July 6, 2022.  SGC acknowledges the transparency of the MOA and its accountability 
to the Siksika Na>on through Siksika Na>on Chief and Council.  SGC also recognizes that it has certain financial 
repor>ng obliga>ons to the Siksika Treasury pursuant to the Siksika Na>on Financial Administra>on Law (FAL). 

The SGC Management Team would like to honor and recognize all the former Shareholders, Board of Directors, 
Chief Execu>ve Officers, Chief Financial Officers, Managers, and employees who leE their footprint in SRDL’s road 
to success, who contributed their >me and shared their wealth of business knowledge and ideas for the Na>on’s 
Company.  

We also thank our current Leadership, Board of Directors, Managers, and staff for their con>nued hard work 
during this transi>on period. We also look forward to working with our Community Members in our efforts 
towards building new lifelong achievements in business. 

“As long as the sun shines and the waters flow” 
Chief Crowfoot  

Media Contact: 
Shane Breaker, Interim CEO  
ShaneB@siksikaresource.com |403-901-9090 

Errol Wilson, Board Chair 
ebw@ualberta.ca | 1-780-999-6903

PO BOX 1520 I SIKSIKA, AB I T0J 3W0 
(403) 734-5244 

www.siksikagc.com 
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Submitted by Shayde Yellow Old Woman, Blackfoot Crossing 
Historical Park Communications team

 December, “isstomahkatoyiksistsi kaato si”, is a long 
cold winter, “istoyi”, month that our peoples have experienced 
since time and memorial. Our peoples were independent and 
wise survivalists enduring years of cold and harsh winters to 
provide for there family and giving back to mother earth in 
return. In this month, animals also are prone to the cold for 
there is less food. They will migrate along the river seeking the 
nutrients they need. 

Early in December we have been receiving a huge family 
of white-tailed deer right outside near the escarpment of a 
Buffalo Jump, more frequent coyote packs and Moose trotting 
along the paths. It’s always a spectacle to watch in awe as the 
beast-like visitors pass by Blackfoot Crossing even for just a 
moment. 

On November 25th, before the beginning of the new 
month Blackfoot Crossing had received an item from Willa 
Morrisette, on behalf of the Campbell family. This item is 
the beaded medicine belt from members of Chief One Gun’s 
family during approximately 1965. The item was purchased 
by Patricia Campbell, a resident of Cluny. At the time of 
purchase, she was told that the belt belonged to Chief One 
Gun. Patricia paid $30 dollars for the belt. The item was 
treated with the utmost respect and carefully stored away. It’s 
truly a blessing to receive items and artifacts of our peoples 
and in turn we will preserve them.

On December 16th, Blackfoot Crossing held there Christmas 
dinner at Grey Eagle Casino. Staff had a wonderful time 
getting together to mark the end of the year and embark onto 
the next. We remember those that have made remarkable 
accomplishments to Blackfoot Crossing and the community. 

Each staff member and each Siksika member along the journey 
has a part to play. 

We hope you all have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year.

Bo Morrisette, Willa Morrisette, Sasheen Wright. Photo 
by Shayde Yellow Old Woman.

(Doe Mule Deer near Buffalo Jump escarpment. 
Photo by Shayde Yellow Old Woman.

A coyote sighted by BCHP. 
Photo by Shayde Yellow Old Woman.

Blackfoot Crossing on Nov. 25 receives Chief One Gun’s beaded 
medicine belt bought from Cluny resident in 1960’s.
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Newspaper correction(s) for Nov. 30, 2022: 

A narrative in the Meet Your Candidates section of 
the November 2022 newspaper is incorrect. The 
candidate, Reynold Medicine Traveller, quote should 
read as follows: 

I combined my dialogue with Siksika members to 
set up an approach to make a difference. I offer 
my wisdom, knowledge, and experience to support 
and advocate for all Siksika members. 

Community meetings/ band meetings for needs, 
input, ideas, and updates for Siksika members 
living on and off reserve. 

Ensure financial accountability and advocate 
for a Siksika plan with outcomes for prosperity, 
health, and long-term stability. - Reynold 
Medicine Traveller. 

Media Coordinator note: the Aitsiniki extends our 
sincerest apologies to candidate Reynold Medicine 
Traveller, for this term’s Siksika elections. Medicine 
Traveller replied to our media request for a 60-word 
submission of his campaign, for our special edition of 
the Aitsiniki newspaper in a timely, professional, and 
cooperative manner. The newspaper is appreciative 
of his submission as it came in for its excellence and 
impactful statement for our November issue.
 
To our readers, we are transitioning from former and 
previous staff. As we transition, there are fresh pages 
to turn for Siksika media, and includes rebranding 
and exciting latest content for the new year. The new 
Siksika Media team aims to provide wider coverage 
of Siksika news, events, and happenings to bring 
you stories from the community which matter to you 
most. 

All the while, as part of our news services, providing 
transparency, accuracy, and accountability on all 
Siksika Media outlets. 

We thank you for your continued support with the 
November issue of the Aitsiniki, on newsstands today, 
and upcoming months.

Submitted by Lina Running Rabbit

OKI Siksika!

On December 6th, I vowed I was going to place a 
poem in the paper.

I received this poem from a dear friend/adopted 
daughter who was with us during our time of need 
in October 2016 and again in January 2018.  

We have lost so many loved ones and with 
Christmas season coming closer it makes it a little 
harder knowing someone is missing.  I hope this 
poem will give you some comfort as it did our 
family.

HAVE A MERRY CHRISTMAS – REMEMBER 
THE REASON FOR THE SEASON!

MY FIRST CHRISTMAS IN HEAVEN!

I see countless Christmas trees around the world below with tiny lights 
like heaven’s stars reflecting on the snow.  The sight is so spectacular, 
please wipe away the tear, for I am spending Christmas with Jesus this 
year.

I hear the many Christmas songs that people hold so dear, but the sound 
of music can’t compare with the choir up here.  I have no words to tell 
you, the joy their voices bring, for it is beyond description, to hear the 
angels sing.

I know how much you miss me; I see the pain inside your heart, but I am 
not so far away; we really aren’t apart.  So be happy for me, dear ones; 
you know I hold you dear, and be glad I’m spending Christmas with 
Jesus Christ this year.

 I sent you each a special gift, from heavenly Father above, I sent 
you each a memory of my undying love.  After all, love is a gift more 
precious than pure gold, it was always most important in the stories that 
Jesus told.
Please love each other, as my Father said to do, for I can’t count the 
blessings or love He has for each of you.  So have a Merry Christmas and 
wipe away that tear, remember….I am spending Christmas with Jesus 
this year. 
 
Author unknown.
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2022 Model Year

Clearout
2022 Chevrolet Equinox 2022 GMC Sierra 1500 2022 GMC Sierra 3500 Dually

UUPP  TTOO$$1100,,000000OOFFFF    
&&

RRAATTEESS  AASS  LLOOWW  AASS  00..9999%%
Rates and Discounts Vary by Model. Applies to In-Stock and In-Intransit Vehicles. Rates are O.A.C.. See Dealer for Details.
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People, Places and Facess

Community supporters and voters at Deerfoot Sportsplex polling station make it out on Nov. 30. Nation member’s waited for nomination results 
after voting hours between 9:00 am - 8:00 pm were closed. The recreation centre was one of three voting locations: Deerfoot Sportsplex, Calgary 
Sunpark Plaza and Blackfoot Crossing Historical Park where 5200 eligible Siksika Nation members were able to cast their ballots for the nation’s 
2022-2025 Chief and Council.

Telly James, SAIT, behind the scenes while 
filming election night results.

Dion Daniels (right), Council nominee, at 
Siksika Elections 2022.

Eugene T. Yellow Fly, Councillor nominee, on 
standby as votes are being counted inside the 
gymnasium.  
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Antaya Cutter (Left), Miss Siksika, Kasey 
Rae Bearchief (Centre), Miss. Teen 
(Jr.) Siksika, and Destyn Wolf Child, 
Miss. Kookona at Deerfoot Sportsplex 
Recreation Centre for Chief and Council 
Inauguration 2022 on Dec. 2. 

Logan Red Crow 
speaking after the 
community screening 
of aitamaako’tamisskapi 
natosi (Before The 
Sun) that took place on 
December 9th at Siksika 
Nation High School.

Photo by Doug 
Winnipeg

Red Crow and 
family receiving a 
gift from Siksika 
SN7 program.

Photo by Doug 
Winnipeg

Wheatland Crossing School’s Princess and Warrior pageant 
competition and ceremonies on Dec. 7. The third annual Princess and 
Warrior pageant located near Standard, Alta. includes speech, an 
improv and dance talent competition during the two-hour event. This 
year’s pageant MC’d by Sayder Duck Chief (Bottom-right), SN7 Youth 
Worker. 

Wade Healy, Chief and Council 2019-
2022 and re-elected Siksika Councillor 
2022-2025 Kendall (Elroy) Panther Bone 
at Inauguration following ceremonies.

Ihkitsika (7)
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Historic partnership between Closer to Home and Siksika 
Nation looks to build stronger supports for Indigenous families

By: Kelsea Arnett, Calgary Journal

This story was originally published by the Calgary Journal.

In late October, Closer to Home 
Community Services and Siksika 
Nation signed a historic agreement 
– a first-of-its-kind memorandum 
of understanding, that both groups 
hope provides better support 
services for Indigenous families in 
Calgary.

“We are excited and humbled to 
be partners in this journey,” said 
Karen Olivier, chief executive 
officer of Closer to Home, in a 
joint news release. 

The partnership flows from federal 
legislation passed in 2019 that 
affirmed Indigenous communities’ 
jurisdiction in child and family 
services.

Closer to Home supports families 
with an approach grounded in 
the Teaching Family Model – an 
evidence-based, trauma-informed 
process equipping families with 
tools to support themselves and 
their children early on. 

Olivier said this method aims to 
preserve family relationships “at 
all costs” while ensuring families 
“become more resilient.”

“We are very strategic about what 
we provide to a family because 
they all have strengths, and we’re 
there to help them uncover that,” 
Olivier said. “We want parents to 
be the ones who are empowered 
to help themselves and help their 
children.”

The Siksika Nation has nearly 
8,000 members, many of whom 
live in around Calgary.

Authentically supporting 
Indigenous families is central to 
Closer to Home Services’ mission 
as well. Olivier said the last 
15 years focused on becoming 
familiar with Indigenous culture 
and how to best offer assistance.

The new agreement extends this 
goal, while also formalizing the 
partnership and addressing three 
key areas that will enable Siksika 
to better support their members:

• Training and employment, 
• Affordable housing 
• Creating access to Indigenous 

knowledge and teachings in the 
city

Hopes for the future
The organization hopes the new 
deal will offer more career options 
for young people living on reserve.

“We’re not just talking about 
moving our services to the 
reserve,” Olivier said. “We’re 
talking about building an 
infrastructure and training a 
workforce to be able to provide 
services to themselves in a cultural, 
adaptive way, in a way that makes 
sense for them.”

With inflation and the cost of living 
skyrocketing – compounded by 
the shaky rental market – Olivier 
said committing to developing 
affordable housing in Calgary is 
crucial to supporting Indigenous 
families’ futures.

“Nothing destabilizes the family 
more than a housing crisis or a 
financial crisis,” Olivier said. “You 

really want to give them the best 
boost possible to be successful. 
And so then kids do better and 
they’ll thrive.” 

Closer to Home is also working on 
a major building project – a six-
story community support hub.

The new facility includes 18 
affordable housing units and 
dedicates 8,500 square feet to 
Indigenous culture and learning, 
extending knowledge and 
awareness to Indigenous and non-
Indigenous people throughout the 
city. 

Olivier notes how through a Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission 
lens, “It’s really about prioritizing 
Indigenous people in that approach 
to make sure that they are first-
class members getting services 
when they need them, without 
barrier.”

Supporting Bill C-92  
Federal legislation passed in 2019 
allows Indigenous communities 
to create and implement their 
own policies surrounding child 
and family services so they better 
align with each band’s values 
and circumstances. It also allows 
children to be placed with extended 
family and community members.   

The agreement helps to facilitate 
and aid in this transfer of authority 
back to each reserve, outlining 

framework which allows Closer 
to Home to assist Siksika in 
establishing child support.   

Olivier adds that the organization 
looks forward to collaborating 
further with Siksika when on these 
types of projects. 

Setting a precedent
No other nonprofit in Calgary has 
committed to an agreement such 
as this with an Indigenous band, 
according to Olivier. She hopes 
Closer to Home’s partnership with 
Siksika can change that.

“I think it will give them hope that 
it can be done and that they’ll find 
their way too,” Olivier said. “This 
cements a kind of a milestone, in 
terms of what these partnerships 
can look like, what you could 
take on in them, what types of 
agreements you can have without 
even knowing what that all means 
yet.”

Olivier adds that the agreement 
will only make the organization 
stronger, and the opportunity to 
collaborate is enough in itself.

“It’s not about being the first, it’s 
just about being welcomed in to do 
the work,” she said. “I really feel 
like a lot of hard work and learning 
and wondering and wishing kind of 
has paid off.”

PHOTO: CLOSER TO HOME
Closer to Home Community Services and Siksika Nation members involved in 
organizing the partnership on October 19, 2022.

PHOTO: CLOSER TO HOME
Closer to Home Community Services CEO Karen Olivier and Chief Ouray 
Crowfoot sign the agreement on October 19, 2022. 
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Submitted by Louise Doore, Assis-
tant GM, Public Relations

The Siksika Buffaloes Sr. AA Hockey 
Club participate in the Ranchland Hockey 
League (RHL) and are currently in 1st 
place, with a strong expectation to win 
the league this year and hopefully pursue 
a seat in the Provincial AA hockey play-
offs set for April 2023.

At their recent home game on Friday 
December 2nd, the Buffaloes A/Captain, 
Brooker Pretty Young Man invited the 
Siksika Nation High School (SNHS) 
Natosi Learning Center program students 
& staff to meet and greet the Buffaloes as 
well as an opportunity to fundraise at the 
game. The Students were very excited to 
meet the Buffaloes in their home room 
with handshakes and fist pumps as well 
as cheering on their home team.

In the spirit of giving this Christmas sea-
son, the Siksika Buffaloes along with the 
wives and girlfriends purchased Teddy 
Bears for the Siksika Prevention & Early 
Intervention program. Team Captain’s 
wife, Georgia Wildman (#21 Colten 
Wildman), along with Assistant Captain’s 
wives, Carmen Yellow Sun (#17 Brooker 
Pretty Young Man) & Tacey Yellow Fly 

(#6 Manny Yellow Fly) presented the 
Teddy Bears on behalf of the team, to the 
Siksika Prevention & Early Intervention 
program representatives, Cindy Sitting 
Eagle & Tristen Fox. The Teddy Bears 
will be used by the program to give away 
to our Nation’s Children. 

General Manager, Jason Doore expressed 
that the intent of the Buffaloes organi-
zation right from the beginning was to 
create Community Spirit for the Nation, 
as well as bringing the community to-
gether through the sport of Hockey. He 
further advised that at every home game, 
the Buffaloes host Minor Hockey teams, 
as well as other youth programs to sup-
port their fundraising efforts. The Siksika 
Buffaloes is comprised of a group of 
volunteers who love the sport and who 
commit their time to promote Community 
Spirit within our Nation. Mr. Doore fur-
ther expressed that it is through their hard 
work and dedication that the Buffaloes 
organization is successful in their efforts. 
The Board of Directors, along with the 
Volunteers and Staff of the Buffaloes 
organization would like to extend Christ-
mas greetings to all Nation members, and 
to the Buffaloes fans who come out to 
every game! 

The Siksika Buffaloes are currently sitting in 1st 
place in the Ranchland League



Aitsiniki - Siksika Nation’s Newspaper NIS TAAI KISOMKiihpo (10)

Public Notice:
Siksika Nation Tribal Administration Executive Team 

December 16, 2022 - UPDATE 
 
Project: Cluny Old Residential School Site Building Demolition and 
Rehabilitation 
Proponent: Siksika Special Projects – Tribal Administration
Technical Partner: Siksika Quality Control Service Area  
 
SUMMARY OF THE CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS

Public Notice : is hereby given that the Chief and Council has approved 
the demolition for the buildings located at Old Crowfoot Cluny area. 
 
Project description: The project involves the complete demolition of 
several structures and appended utilities. The project will be executed 
in two phases. As per the current schedule, the first phase will include 
the demolition of the old reservoir & pump house, three old residences, 
ATCO trailer, hockey rink, two storage buildings, the Parish Hall, and 
the old residential school foundations and parking lots. The second phase 
will include the old school mechanical room, tennis court, athletic track, 
land reclamation, site clean-up, restoration seeding and site grading 
 
First Phase:       Second Phase:
Starting Date:  Nov 28, 2022     Starting Date: March 
1, 2023
Ending Date:   Revised to January 6, 2023   Ending Date: May 
31, 2023
 
Project update as. of December 14, 2022.  The Residential School site 
foundation (North), Playground, Tennis Courts, Hockey Rink, Old Water 
Pumphouse, Storage Building E and the ATCO Trailer have all been 

demolished.  
 
The Residential School site foundation and parking lot (South & North), 
Reservoir & Pumphouse foundation, ATCO Trailer foundation, Storage 
Building West, Residential House Foundation and Two old Houses west 
of Nuns quarters are expected to be demolished by December 18, 2022. 
 
The Parish Hall is to be demolished in the new year by January 6, 2023, 
weather permitting.   

Phase 2 will start up in the Spring of 2023 and include the Athletic Track, 
Mechanical Equipment removal, site grading and seeding. 
 
Heavy construction demolition equipment and trucks will be used to 
accomplish the work in the above-mentioned site. The access to the 
construction location will be controlled and the access gates will be kept 
closed except during active trucking. The work sites will be fenced, bar-
ricaded and caution tape will be utilized as required to delineate the work 
area. No unauthorized person should be within this control zone. Only 
workers with proper personal protective equipment will be permitted 
inside the work area. 
 
Anticipated regular work hours will be 8 am – 6 pm, Monday to Satur-
day. No service interruptions are anticipated as part of this project.  Due 
to expected cold weather, Contractor will be on-site working Sunday, 
December 18, 2022.

Regards,
 
Hoss Yaqoub, P.Eng,  M.Sc.Eng.
Technical Advisor
Quality Control Service Area Manager (QCSA)
Executive Management
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